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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MEETING AGENDA 

MEETING DATE: June 14, 2023 

 

The St. Johns Planning Commission will hold a regular meeting on June 14, 2023 at 5:30 pm in the 

County Commission Chambers located at the Clinton County Courthouse, 100 E. State Street, St. 

Johns, MI.  (Please use Cass St. Entrance.)   

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order (5:30 pm) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda (5:30 pm – 5:32 pm) 

 

3. Approval of Minutes (May 10, 2023 Meeting) (5:33 pm – 5:34 pm) 

 

4. Public comment for non-agenda items (5:34 pm – 5:35 pm) 

 

5. Public Hearings: 

 

A. 500 N. Lansing Contractor’s Storage Building/Yard Special Use 

(5:36 – 5:45)  

 

B. FC Mason Conditional Rezoning  

(5:46 – 5:55)  

 

C. Psychological Patients Zoning Amendment 

(5:56 – 6:00)  

 

D. Chickens Zoning Amendment 

(6:01 – 6:05)  

 

6. New Business  

 

A. 500 N. Lansing Contractor’s Storage Building/Yard Special Use 

(6:06 – 6:15)  (ACTION ITEM) 

 

B. 500 N. Lansing Contractor’s Storage Building/Yard Site Plan 

(6:15 – 6:20) (ACTION ITEM) 

 



 

C. FC Mason Conditional Rezoning  

(6:21– 6:30) (ACTION ITEM) 

 

D. Psychological Patients Zoning Amendment 

(6:31 – 6:35) (ACTION ITEM) 

 

E. Chickens Zoning Amendment 

(6:36 – 6:40) (ACTION ITEM) 

 

F. Chain Link Fence Zoning Amendment - Discussion 

(6:41 – 6:50)  

 

G. Planning Commission Absence Policy - Discussion 

(6:51 – 7:00)  

 

7. Old Business: None 

 

8. Commissioner Comments (7:01 – 7:10) 

 

9. Adjournment  
 

 
Please note that the Planning Commission will take up the following topics at future meetings, depending on available 
time: 
 

• RV and Golf Cart Parking – Potential Zoning Amendment 
• Downtown Edge Parking – Potential Zoning Amendment 
• FC Mason Phase 3 Site Plan Review 
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Drain Name: Rear and Side  Drainage Swale
Outfall Location: Existing CB along N Lansing Street

Area: 0.44 Ac

C-values LEGEND

  C-impervious 0.80 Input for Crossing

  C-pervious 0.20 Co-efficent/Variable that

  % Impervious 57% typically stays constant

  Ai 0.2508 Ac Results from Hydraulics

  Ap 0.1892 Ac

  Ci x Ai 0.20

  Cp x Ap 0.04

  Final C 0.54

Intensity

  Lag Time 15 min

  Length Overland 300 ft

  Length in Drain 16 ft

  Overland Velocity 1 ft/sec

  Drain Velocity 1.13 ft/sec

  Time Overland 5.0 min.

  Time Drain 0.2 min.

  Time of Conc 20.2 min.

  Intensity 3.38 in/hr

Peak Discharge 0.81 cfs

  10-Year Storm

unit flow check 1.83 cfs/acre

Required Channel Depth: 0.49 ft

Channel Velocity

  Required Flow 0.81 cfs

  Slope 0.500%

  Bottom Width 0.01 ft

  Side Slope 3 on 1

  Manning's N 0.035

  Normal Depth 0.49 ft

  Channel Width 2.92 ft.

  Pw 3.08 ft.

  Aw 0.71 Sq ft.

  Calculated Velocity 1.13 ft/sec



  Calculated Flow 0.80 cfs



 

June 5, 2023 
 
Planning Commission 
City of St. Johns 
100 E. State Street, Suite 1100 
St. Johns, Michigan 48879 
 
Subject: 500 N. Lansing Avenue Special Use Review 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
As requested, we have reviewed the request for a Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval at 500 N. Lansing 
Avenue. The applicant proposes to construct a new building storage building for Youngstrom Construction on the 
currently-vacant site. 
 
The site is zoned MU Mixed Use District. Storage for a contractor is not specifically listed as a permitted use, but 
is similar to “Business offices of a public utility, transportation, advertising, real estate, insurance, commercial or 
industrial establishment,” which is allowable as a Special Use. Therefore, the applicant has requested Special 
Use Approval. Our Special Use comments follow. 
 
Site Plan approval is also required. Our Site Plan comments are under separate cover. 
 
Special Use Criteria. In order to be approved, the City Commission, upon recommendation of the Planning 
Commission, must determine that the proposed uses meet the standards of Section 155.258, which are the 
general standards applicable to all Special Uses. Section 155.258 includes the following criteria:  
 

a) Will be harmonious with and in accordance with the community development plan. In order to 

be considered “harmonious and in accordance”, the Special Use proposal must: 

 

• Be consistent with the City’s goals for Land Use, Neighborhoods, Transportation, and 

Sustainability as articulated in Chapter 3 of the City of St. Johns Master Plan. The relevant 

pages of the Master Plan are attached for reference.  

 

This proposal advances Land Use Goals 1, 4, and 5, and is neutral on Goal 2 (which is specifically 

related to the core downtown) and Goal 3 (which is specifically about the Federal Mogul/FC Mason 

site).  

 

It also advances Neighborhood Goal 1, while being neutral about Goals 2, 3, and 4 (which are more 

specific to housing and historic preservation).  

 

With regard to Transportation goals, it is neutral on all goals. 
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The proposal is also neutral on the specific Sustainability goals, though it advances the City’s 
broader Sustainability goal of creating jobs in the core of the City to reduce commute times and 
improve walkability.  

• Positively promote the vision described for the Community Character Area that the use will 

be located in, as described in Chapter 4 of the City of St. Johns Master Plan. 

The proposed use is located in the “Downtown Edge” Community Character Area, which 
describes the appropriate land uses as follows: 

Uses that can serve as a transition between the downtown and the neighborhoods are 
encouraged. Uses should be a mix of commercial, professional offices, residential, technology, 
and civic. The goal of this area is to allow existing uses to continue while creating an opportunity 
for different types of uses in the future if sites are redeveloped.   

The proposed contractor’s storage building and yard advance the economic vitality of the area by 
replacing a vacant lot. The use is not exactly what the Master Plan envisions – it will have few on-
site jobs, and will not create spinoff development. However, if the building is designed to meet the 
requirements of Section 155.196, it will be a positive addition to the neighborhood that can be 
economically productive throughout its useful life.   

• Not hinder the implementation of the Mobility Plan for the street(s) it is adjacent to, as 

described in Chapter 6 of the City of St. Johns Master Plan.  

The use will not contribute to traffic congestion or safety issues, and thus will not hinder the 
implementation of the mobility plan.  

b) Will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be safe, harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity. Factors 

affecting this standard include noise, lighting, parking, traffic, garbage, large gatherings of 

people, water runoff, neighborhood character, heat island effect, and other similar off-site impacts 

of a use. 

 

The biggest concerns about the use stem from the gravel storage area in the rear. However, if that area is 

designed to meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance – specifically the 30 foot setback from the 

rear lot line, and the required screening fence – negative impacts should be mitigated.  

 

c) Will be a substantial improvement to property in the immediate vicinity and an economic asset to 

the community as a whole. “Substantial improvement” and “economic asset” shall mean that the 

proposed use will clearly generate more economic activity, tax revenue, jobs, housing units, 

and/or spinoff development than the site would generate without the approved Special Use. In 

evaluating this criteria, the City Commission shall compare the site to its current state at the time 

of application, not to hypothetical alternative developments other than the proposed Special Use.  
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The Mixed Use district is limited in the businesses that it allows by right. Special Use permits have been 

approved in the past to allow a wide variety of businesses nearby. In this case, the business is developing 

a vacant lot, adding jobs and tax revenue that did not previously exist.   

d) Will be served adequately, based on the anticipated needs of the use in question, by existing 

public facilities and services, such as highways, streets, police and fire protection, drainage 

structures, parking lots, refuse disposal, water and sewer utilities, non-motorized 

pathways/sidewalks, communications infrastructure, public transportation, waste removal, and 

schools. The City Commission may also require upgrades to public services directly related to the 

proposal as a condition of Special Use approval.  

 

Businesses of a similar scale have operated nearby and have not negatively impacted public facilities and 

services so the impact on highways, streets, drainage, water/sewer, sidewalks communications, Blue 

Bus, waste removal, and schools will be minimal. See Criteria F for an analysis of the impact on parking.  

 

We will defer to the police and fire departments regarding the impact on those services.  

 

e) Will be consistent with the Purpose and Intent of allowing Special Uses (see Section 155.255) and 

the Purpose and Intent of the Zoning District the Special Use is located within. 

 

The purpose and intent of allowing Special Uses is:  

 

“The special use permit process is based on the concept that some uses are appropriate in a zoning 

district only under certain circumstances and with specific conditions. The special use permit review 

process allows the city to review a proposed use, determine if it is appropriate in the location proposed 

and what conditions are required to be placed on the use to ensure it's compatibility with other uses in the 

area.”  

 

The City specifically designated a wide variety of businesses as Special Uses in the MU District, in 

recognition of the diverse land use character that exists within that district. This particular parcel has long 

been vacant, and the proposed use can meet the site design requirements to locate there.    

 

The purpose and intent of the MU Zoning District is:  

“The MU District is intended to cover an area north of the railroad right-of-way near the CBD. It is intended to 
serve as a buffer between the residential uses to the north and the commercial and industrial uses to the south 
and east.” 

Lansing Avenue specifically includes a number of commercial buildings that create a transition from the 

core downtown to the residential neighborhoods to the north and west. The proposed Special Use is 

appropriate in that context.  
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f) Will be served by adequate, safe, and efficient parking. “Adequate, safe, and efficient parking” 

shall mean not only meeting the requirements of Section 155.342, but also ensuring that the 

parking for the use does not burden nearby uses, does not create safety hazards for motorists, 

cyclists, or pedestrians, does not take up excessive land that could be used for more productive 

purposes, and does not create a blight on the historic character and charm of the City.  

 

The small parking lot will be located to the side of the building, avoiding pedestrian-automobile conflicts, 
and allowing the front yard of the development to be landscaped and pedestrian-friendly.  

g) Comply with the applicable design standards outlined for the specific proposed use in Sections 

155.415 through 155.448 of this chapter.”  

See our Site Plan letter. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
We recommend that the Planning Commission recommend approval the City Commission, conditioned on Site Plan 
Approval. Please note that our Site Plan letter contains several important concerns that need to be addressed prior to 
approval.  
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
McKENNA  
 
 
 
 
Christopher Khorey, AICP 
Senior Principal Planner 



 

June 5, 2023 
 
Planning Commission 
City of St. Johns 
100 E. State Street, Suite 1100 
St. Johns, Michigan 48879 
 
Subject: 500 N. Lansing Avenue Site Plan Review 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
As requested, we have reviewed the request for a Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval at 500 N. Lansing 
Avenue. The applicant proposes to construct a new building storage building for Youngstrom Construction on the 
currently-vacant site. 
 
The site is zoned MU Mixed Use District. Storage for a contractor is not specifically listed as a permitted use, but 
is similar to “Business offices of a public utility, transportation, advertising, real estate, insurance, commercial or 
industrial establishment,” which is allowable as a Special Use. Therefore, the applicant has requested Special 
Use Approval. Our Special Use comments are under separate cover. 
 
Our comments regarding the criteria for approving the Site Plan follow.  
 

1) Dimensional Standards.  
 

Standard Type 
Ordinance 

Requirement 
(MU) 

500 N. Lansing 
Conditions 

(Proposed New 
Building) 

Ordinance Compliance 

Minimum Lot Area 7,000 square feet 21,344 square feet Yes 

Minimum Lot 
Width 

75 feet 150 feet Yes 

Minimum Front 
Yard Setback 

10 feet >10 feet Yes 

Minimum Side 
Yard Setback 

10 feet >10 feet (both) Yes 

Minimum Rear 
Yard Setback  

20 feet >20 feet Yes 

Maximum Building 
Height 

30 feet <30 feet Yes 

Maximum Lot 
Coverage 

60% 13.4% Yes 

Maximum 
Residential 
Density 

1 unit per 4,000 
square feet 

0 Units Yes 
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2) Parking, Loading, and Access.  

 
a. Number of Spaces. As noted above, the site will be required to have the following number of 

parking spaces.  
 

• Warehousing, Storage Buildings, and Wholesale: 1 space per 1,000 square feet 

• TOTAL REQUIREMENT: 3 spaces 

 
The site plan shows four parking spaces, meeting the requirement. 

 
b. Barrier-Free Spaces. At least one parking space out of every 25 must be barrier-free (i.e. 

reserved for people with disabilities). With 4 parking spaces, one barrier-free space is 
required. The required parking space is included on the plans.   
 

c. Dimensions. The proposed parking spaces meet the dimensional standard in the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

d. Paving and Striping. The parking lot is paved as required in Section 155.343.E. There is also a 
gravel area east of the building. Presumably this is a proposed Commercial Outdoor Display, 
Sales, or Storage Area, and therefore must meet the requirements of Section 155.195. See below 
and our Special Use letter.  
 

e. Loading Spaces. No loading spaces are required because the proposed building is under 5,000 
square feet. 

 
3) Commercial Outdoor Display, Sales, or Storage Area. The gravel area east of the building must meet the 

following requirements from Section 155.195: 
 

a. Any stockpiles of soils, fertilizer or similarly loosely packaged materials shall be 

sufficiently covered or contained to prevent dust or blowing of materials. It is not clear if 

there will be any stockpiles of this nature. If there are, they will be subject to this requirement.  

 

b. No outdoor storage shall be permitted in the required front, side or rear yard of buildings 

for the district in which the commercial outdoor display, sales or storage use is located. 

The storage area does not meet this requirement. The “required rear yard” (i.e. the minimum rear 

setback) is 30 feet. The setback of the storage area varies from approximately 16 to 

approximately 19 feet.  

 

c. The site shall include a building of at least 400 feet of gross floor area for office and sales 

uses in conjunction with the approved use. The proposed building is 2,880 square feet. This 

requirement is met. 
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d. Storage areas shall consist of a permanent, durable and dustless surface (gravel) and 

shall be graded and drained to dispose of stormwater without a negative impact on 

adjacent property. This requirement is met. 

 

e. All loading and truck maneuvering including into loading/unloading areas shall be 

accommodated on-site. Since the use is contractor’s storage, the largest vehicles accessing the 

outdoor storage area will be pickups and other vehicles of similar size. Semi-trucks will not need 

to access the site. 

 

f. All outdoor sales, display or storage area property lines adjacent to a residential district 

shall comply with the landscaping requirements in §§ 155.295 through 155.304. The 

Planning Commission may also require taller landscaping screening based on the height 

of materials to be displayed or stored. See our landscaping and screening comments below.  

 

g. The use of semi-trailers, portable shipping containers, or other portable storage/shipping-

type containers in conjunction with the sale or storage of material is prohibited, but the 

short term use for "trailer sales" is permitted provided the sale does not exceed seven 

days and does not occur more than four times a year. This requirement will apply to the site 

on an ongoing basis. We are not aware of any proposed “trailer sales.” 

 
4) Landscaping and Screening. The following landscaping is required.  

 
a. Buffer Zone. Section 155.297 requires a buffer zone between commercial uses, such as the 

contractor storage building, and residential uses. The buffer zone may be a 6 foot tall wall, a 6 
foot tall berm, or one tree and four shrubs per 25 feet of property line.  
 
The rear property line, which abuts residential uses, is 150 feet long, for a requirement of 6 trees 
and 24 shrubs. The applicant has proposed 8 trees (one of which is existing) and 20 shrubs. Four 
more shrubs must be added.  
 
The south property line, which also abuts residential uses, is 143 feet long, for a requirement of 6 
trees and 24 shrubs. The applicant has proposed 10 trees (3 of which are existing) and 28 
shrubs, exceeding the requirement. .  

 
b. Storage Area Screening Fence. Section 155.297.C.3 requires all storage areas to be screened 

by a fence at least six feet in height. The fence must screen the storage area from view of all 
nearby residential properties, including those across Lansing Avenue. We recommend that the 
fence be made of wood in order to be more aesthetically compatible with nearby homes. We 
further recommend that the fence be located at the end of the gravel, and that the required 
landscaping be located along the property line, as currently shown on the plan.  
 

c. Parking Lot Landscaping. The proposal is exempt from parking lot landscaping requirements 
because the parking lot in question has fewer than 16 parking spaces.  
 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/stjohns/latest/stjohns_mi/0-0-0-13302#JD_155.295
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/stjohns/latest/stjohns_mi/0-0-0-13473#JD_155.304
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d. Right-of-Way Landscaping. Along the right-of-way, 1 tree is required for every 30 feet of 
frontage. The tree can be planted in the public right-of-way with the permission of the City, or they 
can be planted on private property. The front lot line is 150 feet long, for a requirement of 5 trees. 
4 ornamental trees are proposed as part of the “landscaping adjacent to the building” in the front 
yard. We are willing to count those as frontage trees, but they are so close to the building that we 
are concerned they will not survive. We recommend that they be moved away from the building 
and closer to the sidewalk. A fifth tree must also be added.  
 

e. Landscaping Adjacent to Buildings. Ornamental landscaping is required along the perimeter of 
buildings by Section 155.302. For commercial buildings like the one proposed, the landscape 
area must be 10% the size of the building. In this case, that would be 288 square feet. The 
landscape area proposed exceeds this requirement, and will still be in compliance after the 
ornament trees are moved, as described above.  

 

f. Tree Preservation. The site plan states that the applicant intends to preserve 7 trees, but only 4 
preserved trees are shown on the landscape plan. Preserving additional trees is not required, 
provided that the landscaping requirements are met, but the site plan must be revised to be 
internally consistent.   

 

g. Landscape Species. The specific species of trees and shrubs proposed must be indicated on 
the plan.  
 

5) Lighting. The locations of light fixtures have been included on the plans, but no spec sheets for the light 
fixtures and no photometric plan have been submitted, so we cannot determine whether the proposed lighting 
meets the requirements of Section 155.191. Spec sheets for all proposed exterior light fixtures, as well as a 
photometric plan, must be submitted.  
 

6) Building Design. Section 155.196 includes requirements for new construction commercial buildings. No 
building elevations have been submitted to determine compliance with these requirements.  

 
a. Exterior building material shall be composed of high quality, durable, low maintenance 

material, such as masonry, stone, brick, or glass to the extent that surrounding 
businesses and are composed of such. A description of the proposed building materials must 
be submitted. 
 

b. The front facade of the building should address the main street with entrances, windows, 
and architectural features facing the street. No docking bays shall face the street, unless 
approved by the Planning Commission based upon a finding that the door is recessed 
back from the front facade and properly screened from public view. It is clear from the site 
plan that no door is proposed on the front of the building. A door must be added, along with a 
walkway to the public sidewalk. No docking bays are proposed, so that portion of this standard is 
met. 
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c. All mechanical equipment, including but not limited to heating, ventilating and air 
conditioning equipment, and antennas, shall be placed in an inconspicuous location or 
screened from view. If equipment is placed on rooftops it shall also be screened from the 
public view in a manner that does not draw attention to the placement of the equipment. 
An electrical transformer is proposed for the front yard. If possible, it should be relocated, though  
the Planning Commission should be flexible with this requirement if necessary based on the 
location of the electric service to the site. 

 
d. Size and height of buildings should be compatible with the character and existing views of 

the surrounding areas as determined by the Planning Commission. We recommend that the 
Planning Commission consider the size and height appropriate. 

 
e. The existing character of the site and the nearby area should be the starting point for the 

design of the building and all site treatment. Building elevations must be submitted to 
determine if this requirement is met.  

 
7) Trash Receptacles. No dumpster enclosure location or design has been proposed. 

 
8) Signage. No signage has been submitted. Signage may be approved separately through the sign permit 

process with the City administration.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
We recommend that the Site Plan Approval be tabled until the applicant submits a revised plan addressing the 
concerns in this letter.  

 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
McKENNA  
 
 
 
 
Christopher Khorey, AICP 
Senior Principal Planner 
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Page 1 
 

 
DRAFT Conditional Rezoning Agreement 

 
Date: June 5, 2023 
 
Name: FC Mason Redevelopment 
 
Parcel: 300-000-001-001-00, 300-000-001-005-00, 300-000-001-004-00, 300-000-001-003-00 (To be 
updated after parcels are combined) 
 
Address: 200 E. Railroad Street, 207 E. Higham Street, 209 E. Higham Street, 301 N. Oakland Street 
 
Property Owner: Ken Harris, insert address 
 
Old Zoning: R-3 High Density Residential 
 
New Zoning: CBD Central Business District with Conditions 
 
The City of St. Johns and Ken Harris, owner of the parcels referenced above, agree to the following: 
 

1) The parcels referenced above shall be rezoned from R-3 High Density Residential to CBD 
Central Business District, with the following conditions: 

a) The maximum number of dwelling units allowable on the block bounded by Spring, 
Railroad, Oakland, and Higham Streets shall be 66.  

b) A minimum of one parking space per dwelling unit must be provided. The parking spaces 
must be on private property on the block bounded by Spring, Railroad, Oakland, and 
Higham Streets.  
 

c) For any other consideration not listed above the standards of the CBD zoning district 
shall apply to the site.  

 
2) In the event that the land uses, structures, and site elements on the site are determined to 

be out of compliance with any standards of this agreement or any applicable standards in 
the Zoning Ordinance, this agreement shall be void and the site shall revert to the R-3 
Zoning District, subject to Section 3.h of this agreement.  
 

3) The City and Property Owner further agree to the following: 
 

a) This agreement does not waive any requirement to obtain Site Plan Approval for any 
site improvement that triggers Site Plan Approval under the Zoning Ordinance.  
 

b) This agreement does not waive any requirement to obtain a Special Use Permit prior to 
beginning the operation of any use requiring Special Use Approval. 

 
c) The property owner may apply for a rezoning or Planned Unit Development for the site. 

If approved, any rezoning or Planned Unit Development would void this agreement. The 
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City shall be under no obligation to approve any rezoning or Planned Unit Development 
application. 
 

d) The conditional rezoning was proposed by the Applicant to induce the City to grant the 
rezoning, and that the City relied upon such proposal and would not have granted the 
rezoning but for the terms in the conditional rezoning agreement.  

 
e) The conditions and conditional rezoning agreement are authorized by all applicable 

state and federal laws and constitution, and that the conditional rezoning agreement is 
valid and was entered into on a voluntary basis, representing a permissible exercise of 
authority by the City.  

 
f) The land in question shall not be developed or used in a manner that is inconsistent with 

this conditional rezoning agreement and any subsequent site plans, special uses, or 
other approvals by the City.  

 
g) The approval and conditional rezoning agreement shall be binding until voided by an 

action described above, and inure to the benefit of the Landowner and the City, and 
their respective heirs, successors, assigns, and transferees in perpetuity.  

 
h) If the conditional zoning becomes void as described above, no development shall be 

undertaken or permits for development issued until the underlying zoning district 
classification of the land has been re-established by vote of the City Commission. 

 
i) Each of the requirements and conditions in the conditional rezoning agreement 

represents a necessary and reasonable measure which, when considered with all other 
conditions and requirements, is roughly proportional to the increased impact created by 
the use represented in the approved conditional rezoning, taking into consideration the 
changed zoning district classification and the specific use authorization granted. 

 
Signed: 
 
__________________________     __________________________ 
Ken Harris       Kristina Kinde 
Property Owner       City Manager 
        City of St. Johns 
 
Date:______________________    Date:______________________ 



 

June 5, 2023 
 
Planning Commission 
City of St. Johns 
100 E. State Street, #1100 
St. Johns, MI 48879 
 
Subject: Proposed Conditional Rezoning of FC Mason Block  
 
Dear Commissioners, 

 
As requested by the City, we have reviewed the above referenced conditional rezoning application for the 
rezoning of the block bounded by Spring, Higham, Oakland, and Railroad Streets from R-3 High Density 
Residential to CBD Central Business District with Conditions.   
 
The lot, which contains the redeveloped FC Mason building and The Flats apartment building, already exceeds 
the maximum allowable number of residential units allowed under R-3 Zoning. R-3 allows 10 units per acre. The 
site is 2.5 acres, meaning 25 housing units are permitted. There are 40 housing units on the block right now, and 
the applicant is proposing to add 26 more in a new building at the corner of Oakland and Higham.   
 
The proposed conditional rezoning would allow 66 housing units on the site, and require 1 parking space per unit, 
on private property (so the adjacent angled on-street parking would not count towards the requirement). Under R-
3 Zoning, the site would be limited to 25 units, and would be required to have two parking spaces per unit. Under 
CBD zoning without conditions, there would be no limit on the number of housing units (provided that minimum 
unit sizes and other requirements were met and no required parking. 
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Below is the current zoning map in the area. The site in question is highlighted. The site consists of four parcels, 
but will be combined before the new building is built. The Zoning Map currently incorrectly shows the parcel as 
zoned I-1, but it was rezoned to R-3 several years ago. 
 

  
  



 

 

 

City of St. Johns – FC Mason Conditional Rezoning 
June 5, 2023  

3 

ZONING DISTRICT COMPARISON 
The chart below compares the existing R-3 District to the proposed CBD District. When considering a rezoning, 
the Planning Commission must take into account all potential uses under the new zoning classification, not merely 
the use the applicant has expressed interest in.  
 
The permitted uses in the CBD District are dependent on the adjacent roadways. The site is adjacent to four 
roadways – Spring, Higham, Railroad, and Oakland. But Section 155.101 states that the street that should be 
used to determine the permitted uses is the front lot line. For the purposes of this analysis, we have designated 
Oakland as the front lot line, because that is the primary street that the proposed apartment building will front. 
Oakland Street is not specifically listed in Section 155.101, so the site falls under “All Other Streets.” 
 
The proposed Conditional Rezoning Agreement does not alter the uses or dimensional requirements of the 
proposed CBD district. However, it does restrict the number of dwelling units.  
 

 
Existing District 

R-3 High Density Residential 

Potential District 
CBD Central Business District 

with Conditions  
(Oakland Street) 

Permitted Uses 

• Residential Units  

• Adult Foster Care Family Home 

• Family or Group Child Care Home 

• Essential Services 

• Home Occupations 

 

 

• Residential Units 

• Outdoor recreation/parks 

 

 

Special 
Approval Uses 

• Communication Antennas 

• Bed and Breakfast 

• Religious Institutions 

 

• Mixed Use (commercial/residential) 

• Retail 

• Restaurant 

• Hotel 

• Office 

• Financial Services/Bank 

• Personal Services 

• Appliance/Electronic Repair 

• Religious Institution 

• Government Operations Building 
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Existing District 

R-3 High Density Residential 

Potential District 
CBD Central Business District 

with Conditions  
(Oakland Street) 

• Museum/Art Gallery 

• Indoor Recreation/Community 

Center/Library 

• Outdoor Recreation/Public Park 

• Outreach Mission/Community 

Service Organization 

 

Minimum Lot 
Size 

6,000 square feet None 

Minimum Lot 
Width 

60 feet None 

Minimum 
Setbacks 

Front: 50 feet 
Side: 25% of the height of the building 

Rear: 25 feet 
None 

Maximum Lot 
Coverage 

60% 100% 

Maximum 
Building 
Height 

35 feet 
2.5 stories 

35 feet 
Additional height approvable by Special 

Use 

Residential 
Density 

10 units per acre 
 

25 units on site in question.  

 
No maximum, provided minimum unit 

size and building height meet 
requirements or are otherwise approved 

by Special Use Permit.  
  

Limited to 66 total units by Conditional 
Rezoning Agreement 

 

 
 
ZONING DISTRICT COMPARISON 
 
The two districts are surprisingly similar, at least on Oakland Street, where commercial uses require special use 
approval. CBD allows for more creative site design and higher density. Without the Conditional Rezoning 
Agreement, the CBD district would be risky – there would be few guardrails on the property owner with respect to 
density, and no required parking. But with the Conditional Rezoning Agreement, those issues are mitigated.  
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REVIEW CRITERIA FOR REZONING 
When reviewing a rezoning request, the Planning Commission should consider the following criteria. 

 
1. Consistency with the Master Plan.    

In order to be approved, a rezoning should be consistent with the Future Land Use Map in the Master Plan. 
The Future Land Use map designates the lot as “Downtown Edge/Mixed Use” as shown on the map below.  
 
On Page 50, the Master Plan states that the appropriate land uses in the “Downtown Edge/Mixed Use” 
category are “uses that can serve as a transition between the downtown and the neighborhoods are 
encouraged. Uses should be a mix of commercial, professional offices, residential, technology, and civic.” The 
uses permitted in the CBD District are consistent with that list.  
 
Importantly, the Zoning Plan on Page 16 states that CBD is an appropriate Zoning District for the Downtown 
Edge Future Land Use category.   
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The site in question is also within the area covered by the Downtown Master Plan. The Downtown Future 
Land Use map is shown below, with the site in question highlighted. The site in question is designated as 
Mixed Use Neighborhood. The Mixed-Use Neighborhood District borders allows for flexible development of 
both residential and office space.  
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Overall, this analysis determines that the conditional rezoning is consistent with the Master Plan. 
 

2. The Site’s Physical Compatibility with the Uses Permitted in the Zoning District.  The Planning 
Commission must consider whether the site can reasonably support the uses permitted in the proposed 
Zoning District, from a physical perspective. 
 
The site contains the old FC Mason factory, which was converted to residential. It also contains The Flats 
apartment building. Combined, the two buildings contain 40 dwelling units, with enough space for a parking lot 
and green space on the site. The southeast corner of the site is vacant, and is where the applicant has 
proposed the new building. Even with 66 units, the site will still have green space and a parking lot containing 
one space per dwelling unit.  

  

3. Compatibility with Surrounding Uses. The Planning Commission must consider whether all of the 
permitted uses in the proposed CBD District would be appropriate adjacent to the existing surroundings. The 
table below summarizes the land use attributes of the site and the surrounding properties.   
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The surrounding land uses are mixed use urbanism consistent with the edges of St. Johns’ downtown. They 
have been adjacent to the FC Mason building for decades – when it was industrial, when it was vacant, and 
now that it is residential. The Master Plan places them in a variety of mixed use categories – indicating that a 
mix of uses and urban character are envisioned for nearly all of the blocks. Even the residential areas are 
mostly zoned R-3, which is the City’s densest residential category.  
 
Additionally, the CBD District gives the Planning Commission control over many of the specific uses on the 
site in question, through the Special Use process. Ultimately, the CBD district would not be incompatible with 
the surroundings.  
 

4. Most Appropriate Zoning District. The Planning Commission must consider whether the CBD District is the 
most appropriate district for the uses desired on the site. Some other options exist to allow mixed uses on the 
site.  
 

• The MU District allows a wide variety of uses and envisions walkable character through its dimensional 

requirements. However, very importantly, it does not allow multi-family residential – only single family, 

duplexes, and townhouses.   

 

 Zoning Existing Land Uses 
Future Land Use 

(Master Plan) 
 
 

Downtown Plan 

 
 
 
 

   
 

Subject Parcel R-3 

 
FC Mason Apartments 
The Flats Apartments 

 

Downtown Edge/Mixed 
Use 

Mixed Use 
Neighborhood 

North 
MC 

 
I-1 

Museum 
 

Trail/Park 

Core Downtown 
 

Parks, Open Space, and 
Greenways 

 
Core Downtown 

 
Downtown Edge 

 

East R-3 Residential 
Traditional Walkable 

Residential 
N/A 

South 
I-1 

 
R-3 

 
Maco Tool and 

Engineering 
 

Residential 
 

Downtown Edge/Mixed 
Use 

Mixed Use 
Neighborhood 

West CBD 

 
Library 

 
Parking Lot 

 

Core Downtown Core Downtown 
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• A Planned Unit Development would allow all aspects of the redevelopment to be governed in a single 

document. However, that option is unnecessarily complex when the CBD District is sufficient for the 

redevelopment, supported by the Master Plan, and not incompatible with the surroundings – especially if 

the City has a plan to ensure adequate parking.  

 
5. Infrastructure Capacity. We are not aware of any infrastructure capacity issues that would restrict the 

allowable uses in the CBD District.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
The CBD District is supported by the Master Plan, and allows uses that are compatible with the surroundings, 
especially with the added protection of the Special Use process The Conditional Rezoning Agreement limits the 
proposed residential density and requires an appropriate amount of parking, on-site on private property. 
Therefore, we recommend that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the Conditional Rezoning to the 
City Commission.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
McKENNA   
 
 
 
 
Christopher Khorey, AICP         
Senior Principal Planner 



 

June 5, 2023 
 
Planning Commission 
City of St. Johns 
100 E. State Street, Suite 1100 
St. Johns, Michigan 48879 
 
Subject: FC Mason Phase 3 Site Plan Review 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
As requested, we have reviewed the request to construct a new multi-family residential building as part of the 
conversion of the old FC Mason industrial facility into a residential complex. The building would represent Phase 3 
of the redevelopment, and would contain 26 units – 11 two bedrooms and 15 one bedrooms.  
 
The site is currently zoned R-3 Multi-Family Residential. However, the applicant is requesting a Conditional 
Rezoning to CBD in order to achieve the desired density. R-3 allows 10 units per acre, but the block the FC 
Mason redevelopment sits on is only 2.5 acres  Our review of the Conditional Rezoning Proposal, including the 
Conditional Rezoning Agreement, is under separate cover.  
 
The CBD District allows all-residential buildings along Oakland Street, to if the Conditional Rezoning is approved, 
then the proposed 26 units will be a permitted use by right.  
 
This Site Plan review assumes the Conditional Rezoning Agreement will be approved, because if the 
Conditional Rezoning is not approved, the proposed building is not a permitted use in R-3, and no Site 
Plan can be approved.  
 
Our comments regarding the criteria for approving the Site Plan follow.  
 

1) Lot Combination. The FC Mason block (bounded by Spring, Railroad, Higham, and Oakland Streets), 
currently consists of four lots. We recommend that all lots be combined. That will reduce concerns about 
setbacks, and allow the three residential buildings and parking lot to be managed more easily as a single 
complex.  
 
This review assumes the lot combination will be completed, because the existing property lines would 
create a need for numerous variances. The lot combination should be a condition of any site plan 
approval.  
 

2) Dimensional Standards.  
 

Standard Type 
Ordinance 

Requirement 
(CBD) 

FC Mason Phase 3 Ordinance Compliance 

Minimum Lot Area None 2.5 acres (full block)  Yes 

Minimum Lot 
Width 

None 
330 feet (along 
Higham Street) 

Yes 
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Minimum Front 
Yard Setback 

None 

Higham: ? 
Approximately 30 

feet? 
Oakland: ? 

Approximately 5 feet? 
 

Railroad: >0 feet 

Yes, but the specific setbacks 
from Higham and Oakland  
must be noted on the plan.  

Minimum Side 
Yard Setback 

None No Side Lot Lines Yes 

Minimum Rear 
Yard Setback  

None No Rear Lot Lines Yes 

Maximum Building 
Height 

Over 35 feet 
requires Special 

Use Permit 
2 stories Need height in feet 

Maximum Lot 
Coverage 

100%% <100% Yes 

Maximum 
Residential 
Density 

No Limit 26 units Yes 

 
3) Residential Unit Characteristics: 

 

a. Mix of Units: The proposal includes 26 units – 15 one bedrooms and 11 two bedrooms. Section 

155.102.C limits one bedroom units to no more than 60% of the dwelling units in a building. 15 one-

bedrooms is 57% of 26 total units, so this requirement is met. 

 

b. Unit Sizes. The minimum unit size is 500 square feet, unless the Planning Commission approves a 

Special Use permit.  All units exceed 500 square feet, according to the submitted floor plans.  

 

4) Parking, Loading, and Access.  

 

a. Number of Spaces. The Conditional Rezoning Agreement requires one parking space per unit 
(which is a concession by the applicant, because the CBD District generally does not require 
parking). There are 40 units in Phases 1 and 2, plus the 26 in Phase 3. There are 66 parking 
spaces in the lot at the northeast corner of the block, meeting the requirement. 
 
There are also nearby on-street angled spaces, and the applicant is proposing 12 additional 
spaces be constructed on Oakland Street. While we support the angled parking, we recommend 
that it not be tied to the zoning approval, because the parking requirement is met on-site.  

 
b. Barrier-Free Spaces. At least one parking space out of every 25 must be barrier-free (i.e. 

reserved for people with disabilities). With 66 parking spaces, three barrier-free spaces are 
required. The required parking space is included in the existing parking lot, and on the plans. 
However,  in order to reach the Phase 3 building on a barrier-free path, a resident parked in the 
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barrier-free spaces would have to out to the public sidewalk on Oakland Street, then back up a 
path to the building. A more direct barrier-free path must be constructed.  
 

c. Dimensions. The existing parking spaces and drive aisles meet the dimensional standard in the 
Zoning Ordinance and are not proposed to change. 
 

d. Paving and Striping. The existing parking lot is paved as required in Section 155.343.E.  
 

e. Loading Spaces. No loading spaces are required because the proposed building is residential.  
 
5) Landscaping and Screening. The following landscaping is required.  

 
a. Buffer Zone. No buffer zone is required because the proposed building is residential.  

 
b. Parking Lot Landscaping. Within parking lot islands or within 15 feet of the parking lot, 1 tree 

per 8 spaces is required. The are 66 parking spaces, for a requirement of 8 trees. There are 5 
trees adjacent to the parking lot show on the plan. It appears that there are additional trees 
elsewhere near the parking lot, but they must be shown on the plan.      
 

c. Right-of-Way Landscaping. Along the right-of-way, 1 tree is required for every 30 feet of 
frontage. The tree can be planted in the public right-of-way with the permission of the City, or they 
can be planted on private property. For the purposes of this review, we are only evaluating the 
eastern half of the Higham block and the southern half of the Oakland block, which are the road 
frontages adjacent to the Phase 3 building. Each half-block is 180 feet long, for a requirement of 
6 trees. There are four trees proposed along Higham (we are willing to count the one near the 
southwest corner of the building) and one along Oakland (this tree is also counted as a parking 
lot tree). 

 

 If the proposed angled parking is built along Oakland, there will not be space for any trees in the 
public right of way, nor will there be any space for trees in the small five-foot front setback. There 
are also power lines along Oakland. Given this, we recommend that no additional trees be 
required along Oakland.  
 
Two additional trees must be added along Higham. 
 

d. Landscaping Adjacent to Buildings. Ornamental landscaping is required along the perimeter of 
buildings by Section 155.302. For residential buildings like the one proposed, the landscape area 
must be 15% the size of the building. In this case, that would be 1,710 square feet. The 
landscape area proposed (lining all sides of the building with shrubs) exceeds this requirement.  

 

e. Tree Preservation. The proposal preserves all of the landscape trees planted for previous 
phases, plus one street tree along Higham, which will be counted towards the right-of-way 
landscaping requirement.  

 

f. Landscape Species. The specific species of trees and shrubs proposed must be indicated on 
the plan.  
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6) Lighting. The locations of light fixtures have been included on the plans, but no spec sheets for the light 

fixtures and no photometric plan have been submitted, so we cannot determine whether the proposed lighting 
meets the requirements of Section 155.191. Spec sheets for all proposed exterior light fixtures, as well as a 
photometric plan, must be submitted.  
 

7) Building Design. Section 155.196 includes requirements for new construction multi-family buildings. Building 
elevations have been submitted.  

 
a. Exterior building material shall be composed of high quality, durable, low maintenance 

material, such as masonry, stone, brick, or glass to the extent that surrounding 
businesses and are composed of such. The applicant has stated that the building materials will 
match the Phase 2 Building (“The Flats”). We recommend that that design be considered 
acceptable.  
 

b. The front facade of the building should address the main street with entrances, windows, 
and architectural features facing the street. No docking bays shall face the street, unless 
approved by the Planning Commission based upon a finding that the door is recessed 
back from the front facade and properly screened from public view. No docking bays are 
proposed, so that portion of this standard is met. As for the rest, the Oakland Street frontage has 
plenty of windows and a welcoming front door, and meets this requirement. The Higham Street 
frontage is short on windows. Adding additional windows to the bedrooms of the end units would 
create a more attractive façade on Higham Street.  

 
c. All mechanical equipment, including but not limited to heating, ventilating and air 

conditioning equipment, and antennas, shall be placed in an inconspicuous location or 
screened from view. If equipment is placed on rooftops it shall also be screened from the 
public view in a manner that does not draw attention to the placement of the equipment. 
Nothing on the site plan violates this requirement.  

 
d. Size and height of buildings should be compatible with the character and existing views of 

the surrounding areas as determined by the Planning Commission. We recommend that the 
Planning Commission consider the size and height appropriate. Green space will be retained on 
the block, and, at two stories, the building will not tower over the two story homes across the 
street. 

 
e. The existing character of the site and the nearby area should be the starting point for the 

design of the building and all site treatment. Matching the design of the Flats building ensures 
this requirement will be met.   

 
8) Trash Receptacles. The existing dumpsters will be unchanged, and should be sufficient for this proposal.  

 
9) Signage. No signage has been submitted. Signage may be approved separately through the sign permit 

process with the City administration.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
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We recommend that the Site Plan Approval be tabled until the applicant submits a revised plan addressing the 
concerns in this letter. In the meantime, the Conditional Rezoning can advance through the process.  

 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
McKENNA  
 
 
 
 
Christopher Khorey, AICP 
Senior Principal Planner 



§ 155.004 DEFINITIONS. 

   HOUSEKEEPING UNIT.  A dwelling unit organized as a single entity in which the members 
share common kitchen facilities and have access to all parts of the dwelling. 

INCARCERATED: A person currently serving a criminal sentence in a County, State, or 
Federal correctional facility.  

   INCINERATOR.  A mechanical device and/or inclosing structure for the burning of refuse, 
collected or produced on the site. 

 

§ 155.433  HOSPITAL FACILITIES SERVING PSYCHIATRIC AND INCARCERATED PATIENTS. 

   Hospital facilities for the purpose of serving psychiatric and incarcerated patients are a 
permitted by special use permit in the MC District provided: 

   (A)   The total number of beds used for treating psychiatric or incarcerated patients does 
not exceed 20% of the total beds available at the hospital. 

   (B)   Legal non-conforming facilities will not be required to obtain a special use permit 
unless they expand beyond the current number of beds being used for the care of 
psychiatric or incarcerated patients. 

   (C)   The applicant shall demonstrate adequate provisions for securing those areas used 
for the treating of psychiatric or incarcerated patients. 

   (D)   If the use for which this permit is issued is discontinued or reduced in size to an 
extent that a special use permit is not required for a period of one year, reestablishment or 
re-expansion of the use shall require approval of a new special use permit. 

(Ord. 616, passed 9-23-2013) 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: City of St. Johns Planning Commission 

FROM: Christopher Khorey, AICP, Senior Principal Planner 

SUBJECT: Chickens Ordinance 

DATE: March 27, 2023 

 
As requested, on the following pages, please find draft language to allow and regulate chickens on residential 
properties in the City. This language was approved in principal by both the Planning Commission and the City 
Commission in October of 2022, but a public hearing was never held, so it was not formally adopted.  
 
The language is being presented to the Planning Commission at the April 12 meeting to ensure that it still reflects 
the consensus of the Commissioners. A public hearing will be scheduled for the May 10 meeting.  
 
The Ordinance has some general language about animals as well, in order to give context to the chicken 
regulations. We have reviewed Chapter 92 (the City’s Animals Ordinance) and do not believe that this zoning 
language would contradict that Ordinance.  
 
A few other notes: 
 

• We recommend that the definition of “Pets” in this draft language replace the definition “Household Pets” 

in the current Zoning Ordinance. The proposed definition of pets is consistent with the current definition of 

“kennel” (any premises containing three or more dogs). The current language reads: 

 

Animals or fowl ordinarily permitted in the house, and kept for company or pleasure, such as dogs, cats 

and canaries, but not including a sufficient number of dogs to constitute a kennel as defined in this 

chapter. 

 

• The draft ordinance prohibits fur-bearing livestock within 500 feet of a dwelling unit, consistent with 

Chapter 92. The draft ordinance also allows bees to be kept in a rear yard. 

 

• Regarding chickens, the Ordinance: 

 

o Requires a zoning permit to have chickens. 

o Allows chickens only in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Zoning Districts. 

o Allows up to four chickens on lots under 1 acre. 
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o Allows up to six chickens on lots over 1 acre. 

o Prohibits roosters.  

o Prohibits slaughtering. 

o Requires a covered enclosure (coop/run), with the following regulations: 

▪ Cannot be in the front yard. 

▪ Must be set back at least 10 feet from lot lines and 10 feet from the house. 

▪ Must be set back at least 40 feet from homes on neighboring properties. 

▪ Cannot exceed the maximum height for accessory structures. 

▪ Counts as a structure for the purposes of calculating lot coverage. 

 

o Requires the chicken area to be constructed of durable materials and kept clean and neat, with 

food in sealed, rodent-proof containers. 

 
Please let us know your feedback and questions.  
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Section 155.200 Keeping of Animals 
 
(A) Definitions 

 
(1) Domesticated Animals.  Animals taken care of in their day-to-day needs by humans. 
 
(2) Pets.  A domesticated animal kept solely for companionship, recreation, and pleasure, regardless 

of the use of the property where the animal resides. Any animal may be considered a pet, 
provided that it meets this definition, and it is not listed as “Livestock” or an “Exotic or Wild 
Animal.” Examples include, but are not limited to: dogs, cats, birds, aquatic animals, rabbits, small 
rodents, and similar animals which do not present an unusual risk to persons or property.  

 
(3) Livestock.  A domesticated animal raised for slaughter or kept for the purposes of contributing to 

an agricultural use through labor, breeding, or the production of milk, eggs, manure, wool, or 
other animal-based products. The following animals shall be considered livestock in all instances: 
cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, goats, and chickens.  

 
(4) Exotic or Wild Animals.  Any animal not commonly (in Michigan) domesticated, raised for 

slaughter, or used for agricultural purposes, especially animals that pose a clear and present 
danger to humans. The following animals shall be considered exotic or wild animals in all 
instances: big cats, venomous snakes, birds of prey, primates, deer, racoons, and opossums.  

 
(B) All domesticated animals must be kept in safe and sanitary conditions appropriate to their species 

and in compliance with all County, State, and Federal standards. 
 
(C) The following domesticated animals may be kept on a residentially zoned lot. 

 
(1) Pets. Up to three (3) pets may be kept in any dwelling unit.  Animals under four months in age 

and animals that live full-time in an aquarium, cage, or terrarium shall not be counted towards the 
limit. Approved kennels may exceed those limits (see Section 155.437). Landlords, homeowners 
associations, or similar entities may regulate the number of pets per dwelling unit. Pets may only 
reside permanently on non-residential and non-agricultural property in approved kennels and 
retail operations that sell pets. The Zoning Administrator shall have the jurisdiction to determine 
that an animal is considered a pet under this ordinance, based on the definition in Subsection A. 
Appeals of the decision of the Zoning Administrator shall be to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
(2) Livestock.  

 
(a) A Zoning Permit shall be required to keep livestock on a lot. The Zoning Administrator shall 

have the jurisdiction to determine that an animal is considered livestock under this ordinance, 
based on the definition in Subsection A. Appeals of the decision of the Zoning Administrator 
shall be to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
(b) Fur-Bearing Livestock (Cattle, Sheep, Horses, Etc) shall be prohibited within 500 feet of any 

dwelling unit.  

 
(c) Chickens. Chickens shall only permitted in the following circumstances. 

 
(i) Chickens shall only permitted in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Zoning Districts. They shall be 

prohibited in all other zoning districts. 
  

(ii) Lots under one acre shall be permitted to have up to four chickens. Lots over one acre 
shall be permitted to have up to six chickens. 
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(iii) Roosters shall not be permitted. 

 
(iv) The slaughtering of any chicken is prohibited. 

 
(v) Chickens must be provided with and kept within a covered enclosure, including a coop 

and a run, at all times. Chickens shall not be allowed to roam the lot or any other 
property. The covered enclosure shall be exempt from the standards governing fences in 
Section 155.187, and shall instead be subject to the regulatiosn of this section.  

 
(vi) The enclosed area where the chickens, including the coop and the run, are kept must 

meet the following standards: 

 
1) It shall not be located in a front yard. 

 
2) It shall be set back at least 10 feet from any lot line and any residence on 

the same lot as the chicken enclosure.   

 
3) It shall be set back at least 40 feet from any residence that is not on the 

same lot as the chicken enclosure. 

 
4) It shall not exceed the maximum allowable height for a detached accessory 

structure in the zoning district it is located within.  

 
5) It shall count as a structure for the purposes of calculating the maximum 

permitted lot coverage. 

 
6) It shall be maintained in a clean and neat manner at all times. 

 
7) The following materials shall not be used to construct the enclosed area: 

tarps, plastic, fabric, rubber, paper, cardboard, or other non-traditional 
building materials.  

 
(vii) Chicken feed must be kept in rodent-proof, sealed containers. 

 
(d) Bees. Bees may be kept on any lot, provided the bee enclosure is located in the rear yard 

and is set back at least 20 feet from any lot line.  

 
(D) Exotic or Wild Animals shall not be kept as domesticated animals anywhere in the City. See 

Chapter 92 of the City Code of Ordinances.  

 
(E) Kennels. See Section 155.437. 

 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: City of St. Johns Planning Commission 

FROM: Christopher Khorey, AICP, Senior Principal Planner 

SUBJECT: Chain Link Fences in Front Yards 

DATE: June 5, 2023 

 
Section 155.187.M of the Zoning Ordinance states that “fences placed in a front yard or in the side yard of a 
corner lot that abuts a street right-of-way shall be decorative in nature.” 
 
Subsection 4 of that section states “the use of wire fencing, including, but not limited to, so-called cyclone or chain 
link fencing, shall not be allowed on decorative fences.” 
 
Together, these provisions have the impact of prohibiting chain link fences in front yards, City-wide, in St. Johns.  
 
Recently, several property owners have expressed concerns about that rule, due to safety concerns for dogs, and 
the small side and rear yards that corner lots tend to have in the City.  
 
At the June 14 meeting, the Planning Commission should discuss whether an amendment would be appropriate 
to allow chain link fences in front yards, or at least to allow them in some instances, such as on the street side 
yard of a corner lot.  
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