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CITY OF ST. JOHNS 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MEETING AGENDA 

MEETING DATE: August 9, 2023 

 

The St. Johns Planning Commission will hold a regular meeting on August 9, 2023 at 5:30 pm in the 

County Commission Chambers located at the Clinton County Courthouse, 100 E. State Street, St. 

Johns, MI.  (Please use Cass St. Entrance.)   

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order (5:30 pm) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda (5:31 pm – 5:32 pm) 

 

3. Approval of Minutes (July 12, 2023 Meeting) (5:33 pm – 5:34 pm) 

 

4. Public comment for non-agenda items (5:34 pm – 5:35 pm) 

 

5. Public Hearings:  None 

 

6. New Business:  

 

A. Chain Link Fences in Front Yards Ordinance  

(5:36 – 5:45)  

 

B. Pets Amendment  

(5:46 – 5:55)  

 

C. Planning Commission Member Absence Policy    

(5:56 – 6:10)  

 

7. Old Business:  

 

Election of Vice Chair 

(6:11 – 6:21) (ACTION ITEM) 

 

8. Commissioner Comments (6:22 – 6:30) 

 



 

9. Adjournment  
 

 
Please note that the Planning Commission will take up the following topics at future meetings, depending on available 
time: 
 

• RV and Golf Cart Parking – Potential Zoning Amendment 
• Downtown Edge Parking – Potential Zoning Amendment 

 



Mee�ng minutes from the July 12th Planning Commission 
mee�ng will be included when they are received.     



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: City of St. Johns Planning Commission 

FROM: Christopher Khorey, AICP, Senior Principal Planner 

SUBJECT: Chain Link Fences in Front Yards 

DATE: June 5, 2023 

 
Section 155.187.M of the Zoning Ordinance states that “fences placed in a front yard or in the side yard of a 
corner lot that abuts a street right-of-way shall be decorative in nature.” 
 
Subsection 4 of that section states “the use of wire fencing, including, but not limited to, so-called cyclone or chain 
link fencing, shall not be allowed on decorative fences.” 
 
Together, these provisions have the impact of prohibiting chain link fences in front yards, City-wide, in St. Johns.  
 
Recently, several property owners have expressed concerns about that rule, due to safety concerns for dogs, and 
the small side and rear yards that corner lots tend to have in the City.  
 
At the June 14 meeting, the Planning Commission should discuss whether an amendment would be appropriate 
to allow chain link fences in front yards, or at least to allow them in some instances, such as on the street side 
yard of a corner lot.  
 

 

 
 

 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: City of St. Johns, MI 

FROM: 
Christopher Khorey, AICP 

Emily Huhman 

SUBJECT: Keeping of Animals Ordinance Comparisons 

DATE: July 28, 2023 

 

As requested, below please find comparisons of regulations regarding the keeping of pets and animals from the 
City of East Lansing, the City of Lansing, the City of Grand Ledge, and the City of Mount Pleasant. The following 
table outlines definitions of animals and pets within the ordinance, zoning limitations, limits on number and type of 
animal, and any additional regulations contained within the ordinance.This data was collected by Code 
Enforcement Officer Jessica Austin and summarized by McKenna. 

There are many similarities that can be seen within these ordinances. Three cities include similar definitions for 
household pets, and the City of Lansing additionally defines livestock and wild animals. The City of Mount 
Pleasant does not define household pets or other types of animals. All the cities limit the number of dogs or cats 
to 3 or 4, with the City of Lansing also allowing up to 5 hens on a one- or two- family residential property. Lastly, 
apart from the City of Mount Pleasant, all cities specify the keeping of household pets as an accessory use in all 
zoning districts or allow the keeping of horses “by right” in agriculture districts. 

 

 

 

City of East 
Lansing 

City of Lansing City of Grand 
Ledge 

City of Mount 
Pleasant 

Definitions Dogs, cats, 
canaries, or other 
animals which are 
commonly kept 
inside dwellings as 
household pets. 

Livestock – horses, 
cattle, sheep, 
goats, poultry, pigs, 
and other animals 
normally raised on 
a farm 

Wild animal – an 
animal not 
domesticated by 
humans or an 
animal a person is 
prohibited by law 
from possessing 

Household pet – 
dogs, cats, fish, 
birds, hamster, and 
other animals 
generally regarded 

Household pet – 
dogs, cats, fish, 
birds, hamsters, 
and other animals 
generally regarded 
as household pets 

N/A 
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as commonly living 
inside household 
dwellings as 
household pets 

Zoning 
Limitations? 

Horses may be 
kept for private use 
in agricultural 
zones. 

Keeping of 
household pets 
permitted as an 
accessory use in 
any zoning district 

Wild animals not 
permitted in 
residential zoning 
districts 

Keeping of 
household pets 
permitted as an 
accessory use in 
any zoning district 

Wild animals not 
permitted in 
residential or 
agricultural zoning 
districts 

N/A 

Limit on Number 
on Animals? 

No more than 4 
animals – Dogs, 
cats, or a 
combination of the 
two. 

No more than 3 
dogs aged 4 
months or older in 
one dwelling unit 

 

No more than 5 
hens on any one- 
or two-family 
residential property 

No more than 3 
dogs aged 4 
months or older in 
one dwelling unit 

Maximum of 3 – 
Unlawful to keep 4 
or more dogs 
and/or cats aged 4 
months or older 

Limit on Type on 
Animal? 

Limited to dogs, 
cats, canaries, or 
other animals 
commonly kept 
inside as 
household pets. 

Wild animals not 
permitted in 
residential zoning 
districts 

Wild animals not 
permitted in 
residential or 
agricultural zoning 
districts 

Only dogs and cats 
specified in 
ordinance. 

Additional 
Regulations 

Single-Family and 
Duplexes – No dog 
can be confined to 
the front yard 
without a person 
being present in the 
yard. 

No riding or 
keeping of horses 
on public property. 

Hen enclosures 
shall not be closer 
than 10 ft from 
adjacent property 
or 40 ft from any 
residential structure 
on adjacent 
property. 

N/A Shall not apply to 
animal kennels, 
shelters, veterinary 
hospitals, and 
similar businesses 
that abide by the 
applicable zoning 
and licensing 
regulations. 

  

We look forward to discussing these Keeping of Animal regulations further.     

 










