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CITY OF ST. JOHNS 

ORDINANCE NO. 693 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE XV: LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 155: ZONING 

CODE REGARDING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

THE CITY OF ST. JOHNS ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Amendment to Title XV: Land Usage, Chapter 155: Zoning Code—Definitions. 

The City amends Title XV, Chapter 155, Section 155.004, in part, to read as follows: 

 “BUILDING, HEIGHT OF. The vertical distance measured from the mean 

elevation of the finished grade line of the ground about the front of the building to 

the highest point of the roof” 

Section 2. Amendment to Title XV: Land Usage, Chapter 155: Zoning Code—

Supplementary Regulations. The City amends Title XV, Chapter 155, Section 155.189 to read 

as follows: 

“§ 155.189 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES - REGULATIONS. 

   (A)   In a front yard. No accessory building shall project into any front yard. 

   (B)   In a side or rear yard. The exterior wall line of a fire-resistant construction 

of an accessory structure shall not be constructed closer than five feet to any lot line 

and the roof water runoff of the accessory building shall not be directed to any 

adjacent property. 

   (C)   On a corner lot. No accessory building shall be closer to the side street lot 

line than the side yard setback of the principal building on the lot. 

   (D)   Entrance. In no case shall the entrance of a garage be less than 20 feet from 

a street line. 

   (E)   Distance to principal building. No accessory building shall be nearer than 

ten feet to a principal building.  

   (F)   All accessory buildings shall be on a permanent foundation. 

(G) Accessory buildings may be erected as a part of or connected to the principal 

building, but in either case accessory buildings are considered a part of the principal 

building, and all yard and lot coverage requirements for a principal building will be 

complied with. 

 (H)  In Non-Residential Districts, any part of a detached accessory building shall 

be at least 60 feet from any front lot line when any adjoining lot, including lots 

across the street, is located in a residential district.  

   (I)   Principal building required. Accessory structures or buildings may only be 

constructed on a lot that contains a principal building. No accessory structure or 

building may be constructed on a lot that does not have a principal building. 
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   (J)   Appearance. The exterior facade materials and architectural design of all 

accessory structures in residential districts shall have a residential character. The 

overall appearance of the structure shall be in accordance with the purpose of the 

district where it is located. 

   (K)    Temporary accessory structures. Temporary accessory structures that do 

not require permanent attachment to the ground but have similar characteristics as 

an accessory structure such as movable carports and playsets shall comply with the 

requirements for detached accessory buildings. 

   (M)   Height of Attached Accessory Structures. Unless specifically noted herein 

otherwise, the maximum height for attached accessory structures in all districts 

shall be the maximum height permitted for principal buildings in the zoning district. 

   (N)   Detached accessory buildings and structures in residential districts. 

      (1)   Detached accessory buildings shall be erected only in the rear yard area. 

      (2)   Detached accessory buildings in residential districts shall not exceed 16 

feet in height and shall be located at least six feet from any other separate structure 

on the same lot and shall not be closer than three feet to any lot line, or five feet 

from an alley right-of-way line. Structures closer than ten feet to another structure 

on the same or adjacent lots must be constructed of fire rated materials as required 

by the Building Code. 

      (3)   When the rear line of a corner lot abuts the side line of an adjoining lot in 

a residential district, no accessory building shall be within eight feet of such 

abutting lot line nor closer to the side street lot line than the front yard setback of 

the principal building on the adjoining lot, but in no case shall the setback be less 

than 20 feet. (See Figure 5-1). 

   Figure 5 - 1  
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      (4)   When the rear line of a corner lot abuts the rear line of any other lot or is 

directly across an alley therefrom, no accessory building shall be closer to the side 

street lot line of a corner lot than the side street yard setback of the principal 

building on the corner lot, but in no case shall the setback be less than 20 feet. (See 

Figure 5-2.) 

   Figure 5 - 2 

 

      (5)   Porches, decks, and patios. 

         (a)   Patios or decks constructed "at-grade" may be built within front, side and 

rear yard setbacks. An at-grade patio shall mean any patio, deck or concrete slab 

which is constructed at the approved grade level or which is elevated to a height of 

not more than 18 inches above the approved grade level. 

         (b)   The surface of any attached deck that extends more than eight feet from 

the face of the building to which it is attached may not be higher than the first floor 

elevation of the principal structure. 

         (c)   Unenclosed and/or uncovered front porches and stoops may encroach 

into a required front yard setback area, but in no case may be located closer than 15 

feet from the front property line in the R-1 district or closer than ten feet in the R-

2/R-3 district. For the purposes of this provision, unenclosed shall mean having no 

windows or screens. 

         (d)   Porches, decks, patios covered or partially covered by permanent 

construction shall not project into any perimeter setbacks. 

         (e)   Handicapped access ramps may encroach into the required perimeter 

setbacks. 
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         (f)   Decks and raised patios may be allowed to project not more than 15 feet 

into the required rear yard setbacks or five feet into the side yard setback, provided 

that the following conditions are met: 

            1.   The deck or raised patio does not encroach into any easement. 

            2.   The deck or raised patio is not located facing any street, except when 

located in the rear yard of a double frontage lot. 

            3.   The deck or raised patio is located not less than five feet from any 

detached accessory building. 

            4.   Any additional structure attached to the deck or raised patio, such as a 

gazebo, shall be located at least ten feet from the principal residential structure. 

            5.   The deck or raised patio and all other appurtenant facilities shall 

conform to any applicable codes and ordinances. 

         (g)   All deck hand railings and/or screening shall not be higher than 42 inches 

above the surface of the deck (excluding support structures for a roofed porch) 

without approval from the Planning Commission. 

Section 3. Repealer Clause. 

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to the extent 

necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Section 4. Savings Clause. 

This Ordinance shall in no manner affect pending litigation, either civil or criminal, founded or 

growing out of any Ordinance, Resolution, Order, or parts hereof, hereby repealed, and this 

Ordinance shall in no manner affect any rights, claims, privileges, immunities, or causes of action 

of the City, or other person, either criminal or civil, that may have already occurred, accrued, or 

grown out of any Ordinance, Resolution, Order, or policy, or any part thereof, hereby repealed.  

Section 5. Validity and Severability. 

Should any portion of this Ordinance be found invalid for any reason, such a holding shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  

Section 6. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall be effective twenty (20) days from and after its adoption by the City of St. 

Johns City Commission and after its publication. 

YEAS:  Hufnagel, Gurski, Dzurka, Hyzer 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: DeLiso 
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CERTIFICATION 

As the City Clerk of the City of St. Johns, Clinton County, Michigan, I certify that this is a true 

and complete copy of an ordinance introduced by the St. Johns City Commission at a regular 

meeting held on February 24, 2025. 

Scott Dzurka, Mayor  

  

Mindy J. Seavey, Clerk  
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