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INTRODUCTION

The City of St. Johns is a tight-knit community that is invested in and proud of its park system. The Parks and
Recreation Board has worked with the community to assess need and develop a plan of action for the next five
years. This plan supports the goals of the Michigan DNR and is built around the guidelines of the City of St.
Johns Parks and Recreation Mission Statement:

“Promote a broad, year round range of quality indoor and outdoor recreational opportunities to City residents
of all ages and physical and mental abilities and encourage inter-generational participation in activities.”

The City of St. Johns Parks and Recreation Board has provided multiple opportunities for the general public to
participate in the development of this plan and feel that this plan will address current and future parks and
recreation needs of the community, given the fiscal limitations of the City. The City of St. Johns Parks and
Recreation Master Plan was prepared based on the guidelines set forth by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Recreation Division. This document provides the information necessary to help the City visualize their
short and long term parks and recreation goals.

This plan has been realized through a comprehensive planning process that addresses the parks and recreation
needs of the City of St. Johns, and the greater community, and in addition establishes priorities for recreation
development.

The City of St. Johns Parks and Recreation Board is proud of the work they have accomplished alongside the
community with regards to facility improvements and programs. Since 2000 the following improvements have
been made to the facilities within the City either with City tax dollars, grants or donated material, labor or money.

Fantasy Forest Playground - City Park
Performance Shell -City Park

New Pavilion - City Park

Handicapped viewing area - City Park

Lest Thy Be Forgotten Memorial — City Park
Main Pavilion Ceiling redone — City Park
BMX Track — Main Park

Pavilion Improvement- Main Park
Tennis/Basketball Court addition — City Park
Jaycee Park Renovation

Kibbee St. Park Renovation

Rotary Gazebo — Rotary Park

Farmers Market Pavilion — Rotary Park
Water Spray Park — City Park

New Pavilion — St. Johns Depot

Land acquired for a trailhead park at Fred Meijer Clinton-lonia-Shiawassee Trail.

Since 2000 the offerings for recreational activity have also increased. The City has gone from offering about 20
programs a year to over 55 programs a year.

Introduction Page 1
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

When beginning the planning process, it is important to first examine the population characteristics of a
community. The characteristics and trends of a community provide important indicators as to what future
recreation needs should be planned to accommodate. These factors include a variety of social and physical
factors. Examinations of these provide a firm rationale for basing future recreation decisions upon.

Location

The City of St. Johns serves as the county seat for Clinton County, Michigan. It is located approximately
eighteen miles north of Lansing. Its location and main thoroughfares, M—21 and US-27, allow St. Johns to be a
hub to central Michigan. The total population within the City of St. Johns is 7865, but the parks serve the Clinton
County population of 75,382. (2010 Census)
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Figure 1: City of St. Johns Location
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Population Age

Figure 2 displays the age classifications of
area residents in five-year increments. The
median age for the City is 37.2. The greatest
percentage (60%) of the City of St. Johns
population is under the age of 45. The
distribution of the City of St. Johns
population is more representative of an
obelisk, than the typical pyramid with the
young at the bottom. This depiction related
that the age cohorts remain fairly high and
equal, until age 45. At that point the
percentage of people in each age
classification begins to taper off. This
equates to a relatively high demand for
family oriented recreation. Over the next 20
years, the City of St. Johns is likely to
experience a shift in demand with an
increasing need for senior recreation
activities. At this time, the board has
recognized a lack of recreation opportunities
for the teenage demographic and the senior
citizen demographic.

Senior Citizens
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Population Age

Under 5 years
5to 9 years

10 to 14 years
15 to 19 years
20 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years
35 to 39 years
40 to 44 years
45 to 49 years
50 to 54 years
55 to 59 years
60 to 64 years
65 to 69 years
70 to 74 years
75 to 79 years
80 to 84 years

85 years and over

Figure 2: City of St. Johns Population and Age

20.6% of St. Johns residents are 60 years or older, leading to a relatively high demand for senior citizen activities
and programs. Currently, senior citizen recreation programs are limited and the citizens are looking to expand
these programs in the future. Many aspects of city parks are accessible to seniors, and popular events like concerts

in the park help fill recreational needs of this demographic.
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Figure 3: Disability and Age

It is the goal of the City of St.
Johns to design with the full
range of human abilities in mind.
The total percentage of citizens
classified as disabled in St. Johns
is 27.7%, slightly higher than the
US average of 24.2%. It is clear
than in any case, design that
incorporates accessible features
into recreation opportunities is
preferable.

Figure 3 compares the age
distribution of disabled
individuals in St. Johns vs. the
United States. It is shown that St.
Johns has almost double the
average distribution of 5-17 year

Administrative Structure
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olds with disabilities. It becomes especially critical to provide opportunities for this demographic in any future
design project. The highest percentage of disabled individuals are 65 and over, consistent with the US average.
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Figure 4: Type of Disability

Figure 4 shows an estimate from the US Census exploring the distribution of different types of disability in the
City of St. Johns as compared to the US. The largest group in both the City of St. Johns and the US are those with
ambulatory disability, making the ease of navigating city parks a high priority. Whether this ambulatory disability
requires a wheelchair or careful, easy foot placement, the circulation systems within the parks should be evaluated
and streamlined wherever possible. Creative recreation opportunities should be developed to involve all disabled
individuals. The percentage of individuals with cognitive disabilities is significantly higher in the City of St.
Johns than the US (26.7% and 17.4% respectively.) The city may choose to apply special focus on additional
improvements and developments in a way that facilitates use by those with differing mental capabilities as well as
physical.
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Roles of Commissions and Advisory Boards, Staff Description, and Organizational Chart
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Figure 5: Administrative Structure

The City of St. Johns is a home rule city, with a commission / city manager form of government. Five City
Commissioners are elected to overlapping four-year terms. The City Commission sets the policies and budgets for
all City functions, including recreation. The Commission allocates funds for operations, maintenance, and capital
improvements. The Commission also hires the City Manager and other City staff responsible for implementing
the Commissions policies and operating City departments. This board of commissioners is enabled by Act 1905
PA 157; Township Parks and Places of Recreation.

The City Manager is responsible for and oversees the day-to-day operations of the City. He/she advises and
consults with the City Commission and implements their decisions. The Public Services Director reports to the
City Manager. He/she is responsible for maintenance of the parks, including equipment and buildings. The City
Manager also oversees the Recreation Director. Recreation programs are administered by the Recreation
Department. The Recreation Director supervises the Recreation Programmer, Pool Manager and other seasonal
employees and provides staff support to the Parks and Recreation Board.

The City of St. Johns has a seven member Parks and Recreation Board. The City Commission established the
Parks and Recreation Board in 1969 and follows policies and bylaws passed during their November 7, 2002
meeting. The City Commission appoints the members of the Board for staggered two-year terms. Members may
be reappointed. There is no requirement for being appointed other than being City resident or owning a business
in the City Limits. The City Commission always likes to have a City Commissioner and a representative of the
school district on the Board. Other members are made up of civic leaders, educators, youth service professionals,
business owners and recreation program participants.

The Parks and Recreation Board is an advisory board. It reviews the City’s programs, facilities, budgets, special
requests, and other items requested by the City Commission. The Board makes recommendations to the City
Commission on programs and policies. The City Commission has the authority to commit funds, accept grants,
and acquire land.

Administrative Structure Page 5
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Annual Budgets 2015-2020

TABLE 1

City of St. Johns Projected Budget

NAME PARKS RECREATION
2015-2016 (Actual) $261,415 $140,647
2016-2017 $151,650 $142,000
2017-2018 $156,650 $144,000
2018-2019 $162,650 $146,000
2019-2020 $162,650 $148,000

Current Funding Sources

Monies that make up the budget come from the city’s general fund. The Parks Department budget, which funds
repair and maintenance of City parks, has fluctuated over the years as larger improvements have been completed,
but averaged $175,600. The average for the next 5 years is expected to be around $179,000. The Recreation
Department budget, which funds recreation programming in the City parks and other facilities, has averaged
$122,400 over the last five years. The average for the next 5 years is expected to be around $116,028.

Volunteers

Volunteers play a vital role in the City of St. Johns. Since 2000, volunteers have been the driving force behind
major building projects in the main City Park. In 2000, a group of area residents raised over $110,000 for a
wooden play structure. In 2004, another group of committed residents raised over $100,000 for a performance
shell to replace an existing shell that was outdated and undersized. Recently, a group of citizens was able to raise
over $200,000 (including foundation grants) to replace the failing City Pool with a new spray park, complete in
2015. Community volunteers work on restoration and maintenance projects throughout the park system, including
the historic rail cars at St. John’s Depot. Volunteers are also important in the Adopt-a-Park program as well as
coaches for many of the recreational programs.

Relationships; schools, public agencies, private organizations

The City Recreation Department has a good relationship with many of the other organizations in and around the
city. There is a good working relationship between the School District and the City. Each uses the other’s
facilities for some of their programs. There is regular communication between the school and the City to improve
the programs and resolve any problems. In the summer of 2010 the recreation department used the school
district’s indoor pool for swim lessons, open swim and lap swim. Since the outdoor pool at the City Park closed in
2009, all aquatic recreation programs have taken place at the high school pool. The Parks and Recreation Board
includes the Facilities Director for the school and the city and school district have been working together to
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transfer the community education programs run by the school to the recreation department in order to save costs
and eliminate duplication of services. The School Board and City Commission meet as needed to discuss issues of
importance between the two. Upper management for the city and school staff meet more regularly. The city and
township subcommittees also conduct regular meetings.

The City Recreation Department works with the St. Johns Youth Baseball Organization by sharing facilities and
equipment. We also work with Basketball University LLC to provide basketball instruction to our youth. Our
adult exercise classes use local instructor to lead these programs.

The Recreation Department has taken on a larger role with St. Johns Mint Festival by offering a Co-ed Kickball,
women’s and men’s slow-pitch softball tournament and co-ed volleyball tournaments.

Over the years the Recreation Department has worked with the Kiwanis Club, Jaycee Club, Rotary Club, various
St. Johns High School Teams/Clubs, Chamber of Commerce, Clinton County RESA, Michigan Works — St. Johns
and numerous businesses in St. Johns.
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RECREATION INVENTORY
Methods

The recreation inventory began with a review of the City of St. Johns 2011-2015 Recreation Masterplan.
Significant changes in the park system, such as the new spray park and other improvements, were recorded and
updated. A tour of all City park facilities was conducted, comparing the previous plan’s inventory to the existing
park facilities. The inventory was updated accordingly.

Location Map
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Figure 6: St. Johns Recreation Locations
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Park Inventory

The parks and recreation facilities of the City of St. Johns were surveyed and classified into an inventory, which
will be used as a basis for determining need for specific recreational facilities within the City. The inventory has
been broken into multiple categories including regional, public, school, and private facilities. This list was
compiled by using the previous Parks and Recreation Master Plan, other City Resources and Clinton County
2015-2019 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan.

Regional Facilities

On a regional basis, the City of St. Johns is within 20 miles of several regional facilities (Table 2). These
facilities mainly provide opportunities for recreational activities related to water. Sleepy Hollow State Park
provides numerous water related recreation activities, including fishing, boating, hiking, cross-country skiing,
camping, and swimming.

TABLE 2

City of St. Johns REGIONAL Public Recreational Facilities Inventory

NAME FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Looking Glass River Boat Launch

Maple River Boat Launch

Maple River State Game Area | Observation Deck

Grand River Boat Launch

Muskrat Lake Fishing, Boat Launch

Sleepy Hollow State Park Fishing, Boating, Hiking, Cross-Country Skiing, Camping, and

Swimming Beach

Francis Motz County Park Sand Beach and Swimming Area, Beach house with 7 Unisex
Restrooms, Paved Walkways and Parking Lot, Picnic Tables,
Grills, Fishing Pier and a Covered Pavilion.

Clinton Lakes 272-acre property, fishing, hiking trails, nature watching.
¢ Big Clinton Lake - 90-acre lake found within Clinton Lakes
County Park
o Little Clinton Lake - 12-acre lake found within Clinton Lakes
County Park

Recreation Inventory Page 9
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The following table is a comprehensive list of public and private recreational facilities within the City of St.

Johns.

In St. Johns, just as in many Michigan communities, the local schools provide a valuable resource of recreational
facilities and programs to the community. For this reason, an inventory of the school facilities has been included

in the inventory. Private recreational facilities, while generally pay-per use, provide an excellent source for

recreational opportunities that help to alleviate the pressures on public facilities. An inventory of the private
recreational facilities in the City of St. Johns was also included as part of the local facilities inventory.

TABLE 3

City of St. Johns LOCAL Recreational Facilities Inventory

NAME FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Public Facilities

Jaycee Park — Mini-Park Playground Equipment Picnic Table

An area for families to play and Drinking Fountain Benches

exercise.

Kibbee Street Park - Mini-Park Playground Equipment Grill

An area for families to play and Benches Basketball Hoop

exercise. Drinking Fountain Bike Racks
Picnic Table

Oak Street Park — Mini-Park Playground Equipment Picnic Table
Open Play Area

Senior Citizen Park-Mini-Park Basketball Hoops (2) Restrooms

Passive, relaxing recreation. Tennis / Pickleball Courts (2) Grills (2)
Benches Gliders (2)
Picnic Shelter

St. Johns City Park — Tennis Courts (2) Grills

Large Urban Park

Performance Shell
Picnic Pavilion
Playground

Picnic Shelters (4)
Benches

Picnic Tables
Accessible Restrooms
Trails (3)

Youth Soccer area
Drinking Fountains
Shuffleboard Court

Full Basketball Court

Y% Basketball Court
Softball Diamond (1)
Flying Disc Golf Course
Sand Volleyball Court
Warming House
Seasonal Skating Rink
Sledding Hill

Wooden Play Structure (Fantasy
Forest)

Water Spray Park

St. Johns Depot and Rotary Park

City festivals and events
Picnic Pavilion
Gazebo

Train Depot (Museum)
Fred Meijer Clinton-lonia-
Shiawassee Trail Access

Water Tower Park

Y, Basketball Court
Playground Equipment

Picnic Area
Drinking Fountains

Recreation Inventory
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4-H Fairgrounds Smith Hall Restrooms

(County Operated) Peck Hall Arena (Indoor and Outdoor)
Animal Barns

Public School Facilities

Gateway North Soccer Field Play Structures (2)
% Court Basketball Courts (2) Picnic Tables
Baseball Backstop Gym
Swing Sets (2)

Junior High/ High School Complex Baseball Diamonds (2) Football Field
Practice Cages (4) Middle School Track

Soccer Net (6 sets)
Soccer Fields (6)
Soccer/Football Field

Tennis Courts (10)
Gyms (3)

Oakview South Soccer Field Play Structures (2)
% Court Basketball Courts (2) Picnic Tables
Baseball Backstop Gym
Swing Set Quiet Area

Wilson Center Gym Auditorium
Playground Meeting Rooms

Private School Facilities

First Baptist Playground Soccer Field
Gym Benches

St. Joseph’s Catholic School Gym Playground
Basketball Hoop

St. Johns Lutheran Church Gym Playground

Basketball Hoop

Private Facilities

Baseball Park (Little League)

Baseball Diamonds (5)

Batting Cage

Clinton County Senior Center

Indoor passive recreation, food services

Clinton Memorial Physical Rehab.
and Occupational Center

Exercise and Rehabilitation Center

Endurance FitStop of St. Johns

Weight training, fitness

Iron House Fitness

Weight training, fitness

PKSA Karate School

Karate and Fitness

Redwing Bowling Lanes

Bowling Alley

St Johns Soccer Club

Soccer Fields (5)

Recreation Inventory
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Currently, the City of St. Johns owns several parks. There are five neighborhood parks and one Main City Park.
The neighborhood parks contain facilities ranging from benches and grills, to playground equipment, and sports
facilities. Table 4 lists each parks type, service area, accessibility, acres and features.

TABLE 4
CITY OF ST. JOHNS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
~ 4+
cf | 8¢ |g9x |BEBx|Bx |EEx|Ex
$r |88 |ZF |S2E|3E §5E g¢
O X

Park Type* LUP MP MP MP MP MP CP
Service Area** SJIA NB NB NB NB NB SJIA
Accessibility Rating*** 3 4 4 1 1 1 2
Acres 925 0.62 0.3 0.72 0.7 1.59 1.9
Ball Diamond X

Basketball X X X

Gazebo X

Ice Rink X

Open Play Field X

Pavilion 5 X X
Performance Shell X

Picnic Area X X X X X X X
Playground X X X X X

Grills X X X X

Drinking Fountains X X X X X
Restrooms X X X
Sand Volleyball X

Sledding Hill X

Tennis Courts X X

Trails /Paths 3 X

* Park Type **Service Area ***Accessibility Rating

CP = Community Park NB = Neighborhood 1 = none of the facilities/park area meets ADA guidelines
LUP = Large Urban Park SJA = St. Johns Area 2 = some of the facilities/park area meets ADA guidelines

MP = Mini-Park
NP = Neighborhood Park

3 = most of the facilities/park area meets ADA guidelines
4 = the entire park meets ADA guidelines

5 = the entire park was developed /renovated using the
principals of universal design

Recreation Inventory
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Park Descriptions and Accessibility Assessment

The parks in St. Johns are being constantly evaluated for effectiveness, safety, and accessibility. Based on
priorities set in past recreation plans and community input, several projects targeting accessibility have been
completed in recent years, including accessible picnic pavilions, upgraded restroom facilities, and improved
parking and facility access. All present and future renovations are completed with the principles of universal
design in mind.

Jaycee Park

Jaycee Park is a mini-park (0.62 acres) located at the corner of Ottawa Street and Gibbs Street. Designed as a
space for families to play and exercise, the park features play equipment, grills, drinking fountains, benches, bike
racks, and a picnic table. Renovated in 2009, the park has accessible sidewalks to all park features, as well as a
new accessible drinking fountain and parking. Based on accessibility guidelines, the site would be ranked 4- the
entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

Kibbee Street Park

Kibbee Street Park is a mini-park (0.30 acres) located on the corner of Kibbee Street and South Traver Street.
Designed as a place for families to play and exercise, it features a half-court basketball hoop, play equipment, a
picnic table, benches, and bike racks. Also renovated in 2009, the park has connective sidewalks to all major
features and an accessible drinking fountain. Based on accessibility guidelines, the site would be ranked 4- the
entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

Recreation Inventory Page 13
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Oak Street Park

Oak Street Park is a mini-park (0.7 acres) located along East Oak Street at its intersection with Wight Street. The
park was converted from a small orchard to a community park in the 1970s. It has play equipment and a picnic
table, as well as a large open grass area for free play. The park is less than % mile from Oakview South
Elementary School, which has a substantial play area in place. Underutilized and not wishing to duplicate an
existing resource, the park has undergone little renovation. The community may be ready to explore a new use for
the site, such as a community garden or a dog park. Based on accessibility guidelines, the site would be ranked 1 -
none of the facility currently meets accessibility guidelines. Playground equipment was installed before US
Consumer Product Safety Commission standards were established. They have no safety surfacing and no
sidewalks. Playground does not meet barrier free compliance.

Senior Citizen Park

Senior Citizen Park is a mini-park (1.59 acres) located at the corner of Ottawa Street and Gibbs Street, across the
street from Jaycee Park. Designed for passive recreation, the park features a picnic shelter, tennis courts /
pickleball courts, basketball hoops, glider playground equipment, benches and restrooms. Based on accessibility
guidelines, the site would be ranked 1- none of the facility currently meets accessibility guidelines. There are no
sidewalks leading to any facility in this park. The bathroom does not meet barrier free design.

Recreation Inventory Page 14
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St. Johns City Park

The Main City Park is the largest park in the city (92.5 acres) and hosts the majority of the city’s recreational
activities and amenities. Categorized as a Large Urban Park; it serves not only the City of St. Johns but
surrounding communities as well. The park has many athletic facilities, including a baseball/softball diamond,
basketball courts, a disc golf course, shuffleboard court, sand volleyball court, tennis courts, and a youth soccer
field. The park has several picnic shelters/pavilions and restroom facilities, some of which are accessible. It also
has several play areas, including the community-funded “Fantasy Forest”, a popular wooden play structure.
Nature walking trails connect various aspects of the park and provide for passive recreation. A new spray park
and renovated performance shell provide for many activities in the warmer months, while a seasonal skating rink,
warming house, and sledding hill provide winter recreation.

Based on accessibility guidelines, the site would be ranked 3- most of the facility currently meets accessibility
guidelines. In the last 5 years, the main restrooms and pavilion have been renovated for universal accessibility.
Within the park there are paved walkways to all pavilions, the Performance Shell, and the Fantasy Forest play
structure. Wooded walking/jogging trails are not barrier free. Walkway improvements planned for Spring 2016
will allow for even better access within the park.
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St. Johns Depot and Rotary Park

Rotary Park is a community park (=1.9 acres) located along the recently developed Fred Meijer Clinton-lonia-
Shiawassee Trail. The depot was purchased in 1998, with additional surrounding lands acquired in 2010. Adjacent
to downtown, this renovated train depot hosts city events and serves the new trail users. The trailhead park is
under design and will be completed in Fall 2016. Based on accessibility guidelines, the site would be ranked 2-
some of the facility currently meets accessibility guidelines. All new developments are planned to be fully
accessible.

k 5 Fred Meljer Clinton-lonia-Shiawassee ‘i‘Failr :

Water Tower Park

Water Tower Park is a mini-park (0.72 acres) located at the corner of EIm Street and Swegles Street. The park has
a % court basketball hoop, picnic area, and playground equipment. The park land is leased from the adjacent
hospital, which makes investment in improvements difficult to justify. Communication should be opened about
purchasing this land or more permanently acquiring the property. Playground equipment was installed before US
Consumer Product Safety Commission standards were established. Most do not have safety surfacing and there
are no sidewalks. Playground does not meet barrier free compliance. Based on accessibility guidelines, the site
would be ranked 1- none of the facility currently meets accessibility guidelines.
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The City of St. Johns has received numerous grants from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources since
1972 (See Table 5).

Table 5

Grant Assisted Projects

Grant Number | Year | Project Location Status
26-00267 1972 | St. Johns City Park Main City Park Closed
26-01023 Q3 1977 | Main Park Restrooms Main City Park Closed
26-01060 W 1978 | Northside Tennis Courts Senior Citizen Park Closed
BF89-359 1989 | Veteran's Memorial Swimming Pool Renovation | Main City Park Closed
26-01670 2006 | Kibbee St Park and JC Park Renovations Jaycee and Kibbee Parks | Closed
TF09-169 2009 | St. Johns Trailside Parkway Acquisition Rotary Park Closed
TF14-0109 2015 | St. Johns Trailside Park Renovation Rotary Park Active
26-01741 2015 | St. Johns City Park Improvements Main City Park Active
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PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process began with a review of the 2011-2015 Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan that was
adopted in February of 2011. The plan outlined the goals for the development of park and recreational
opportunities within the City for 5 years.

A kick-off meeting discussing the results of the previous masterplan and general ideas for the new plan took place
on September 23", 2015. At this point, it was determined that a thorough and well distributed survey would be
vital to the success of the new masterplan, and several revisions of the survey took place during the next month.

The survey was distributed to the community on October 21%, 2015 and responses were accepted through
November 17", 2015. These responses were reviewed with the Parks and Recreation Board at a meeting on
November 18", 2015. The main body of the masterplan was also distributed for preliminary review by the board.
The meeting participants discussed objectives and a plan of action for the new masterplan based on the survey
feedback.

The survey feedback and meeting discussion were incorporated into an updated list of goals and objectives, which
was then translated into an action plan for the city. This plan and the main body of the masterplan were reviewed
by the Parks and Recreation Board at a meeting on December 14", 2015. Changes from this meeting were
incorporated and the masterplan was posted for public review on December 28", 2015. Citizens were encouraged
to comment through the city’s website and social media presence. A paper copy was also available for review and
comment at the Library, City Hall, Clinton County Senior Center, and Clinton County Area Chamber of
Commerce. Residents in the City’s email database were also sent notice by email.

A public review meeting took place on Monday, February 1%. Newspaper notice for the public hearing was
circulated on January 24", 2016 and notice via email and social media was distributed. Comments from the public
review period were incorporated into the masterplan prior to the meeting. After taking comments at this meeting,
the Parks and Recreation Board resolved that the plan should be presented to the City Commission as edited after
the community review period.

Changes based on this public hearing were incorporated and the plan was presented to the St. Johns City
Commission during a meeting on February 8". It was approved as presented and submitted to the State.
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PUBLIC INPUT

Methods

Public input was the primary guide to developing this masterplan. Several methods were used, including a
community survey at the beginning of the process, a public posting of the plan for community review, and a
community meeting near the end of plan development.

The community survey was developed based on the previous recreation plan’s questions and responses. Several
recreation plans, including the State of Michigan and Clinton County, were reviewed for applicable questions to
incorporate into the survey. Special care was taken to process and incorporate any written feedback received
during the last community survey. Developed online using Survey Monkey, the community survey was
distributed using the city’s website and social media presence, and sent to approx. 800 recipients in the city’s
email database. A press release was also sent out in a local newspaper giving residents options to take the survey.
Community members could take the survey online, call the City Offices to have a paper copy mailed, or access
paper copies at the City Library and City Hall. An effort was made to reach as many citizens as possible. Overall,
287 people responded to the survey, representing approx. 3.6% of the population of the City of St. Johns. This
group is believed to be representative of the city as a whole. Survey responses are incorporated into the Action
Program Rationale and a full copy of the survey and responses can be found in Appendix A: Survey and Results.

The plan was posted for community review on December 28"(see Notice of Plan Availability for Review in
Appendix B). Citizens could contribute feedback in several ways, including through an online comment form,
email, phone, and a comment box near the 4 paper locations of the plan. Feedback included several suggestions
for clarification of existing content and additional support for the concept of a dog park.

A public hearing took place on February 1%, 2016 (see Notice of Public Hearing in Appendix C). The city
received one comment on the masterplan during this hearing, specifically discussing plans for the Rotary Park.
The citizen’s home is in close proximity to the park and they expressed several concerns with the idea of a skate
park being added to the existing park. Their concerns included noise, vandalism, property value impact, and
general behavior on site. They expressed support for the alternative proposal of a dog park at the location. The
development of this park is still in planning stages and it was reaffirmed that the community would be very
involved in the decisions that will be made during park development. Minutes from this meeting can be found in
Appendix D: Minutes from Public Meeting.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1. Provide safe, inclusive community based recreational opportunities that improve the overall quality-of-life
for all Saint Johns area residents.

Parks provide a natural gathering place for the community as well as provide for free or low cost recreational
activities. Therefore it is important to continue to provide and improve these facilities. The City will, based on
community input, continue to provide and improve these facilities.

Objective: Continue to, based on community input, to improve and upgrade the City of St. Johns
recreational and support facilities that residents can be proud of.

Objective: Provide better and increased access to and through the City Parks and Trails System

Objective: Add passive and active programming based on community input and available financing.

2. Promote development of a non-motorized pathway system throughout the City to encourage interaction and
participation, improve pedestrian safety, and strengthen non-motorized linkages between City Parks and other
recreational facilities.

Paths and trails are a high priority with the residents. St. Johns currently has few trails, but with the construction
of the Fred Meijer CIS Trail, they have seen a rise in non-motorized activity in the city. Connecting the rail trail
with the City Park and other points of interest is a high priority for the community. 78% of survey respondents
place a high or moderate funding priority on increasing trail connectivity within the community.

Objective: Expand non-motorized pathways in St. Johns, with focus on existing paths and points of
interest.

Objective: Evaluate options for safely moving pedestrian traffic across Old U.S. 27 to expand non-
motorized park access from the east side of the highway.

Objective: Pursue a partnership with Clinton County to connect the Fred Meijer CIS Trail to Motz Park
and possibly other county resources.

3. Promote regional cooperation between the City of St. Johns, Clinton County, surrounding townships, the St.
Johns School District, and other public and private organizations within the County to better provide
comprehensive recreational opportunities to the residents of St. Johns and Clinton County.

It makes financial and practical sense to coordinate recreation within the city in a way that is aware and
supportive of the surrounding areas. The City and School District have been working together for years providing
shared recreation programs and facilities. Further collaboration with the County and other organizations will
prove to an important component in providing quality recreational programs and facilities to the St. Johns
Community.

Objective: Continue to work with the existing partners to provide recreational programming and
facilities.
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Objective: Continue to explore options for new and expanded partners, providing additional recreational
opportunities.

4. Enhance the quality of local neighborhoods through establishment and maintenance of quality
neighborhood parks conveniently located to all City residents.

Park facilities are among the most visible indicators of community identity and pride. Every park in the system
was shown to be the most important park to several responding households, with all parks being used by
individuals on a bi-weekly basis or more frequently. Several respondents said clean and quality restrooms and
playground areas were the most important features of a park.

Objective: Continue to upgrade playground equipment and access, paying special attention to universal
access.

Objective: Keep parks well maintained and safe.

Objective: Investigate all appropriate methods to provide facilities, including providing incentives to
private developers and promoting donation of property and facilities.

5. Provide universally accessible recreation opportunities designed with all community members in mind.

The City wishes to provide recreational activities for residents of all abilities. With ambulatory and
cognitive disabilities shown to be higher than the national average, special care should be taken to actively
incorporate facilities for these users.

Objective: Partner with organizations that service disabled individuals to better understand and provide
for community needs.

Objective: Make sure that all improvements and upgrades to park facilities, where feasible, are
universally accessible.

6. Strengthen the role of the City of St. Johns as a regional provider/ coordinator of recreational opportunities
and develop a plan that maximizes the impact of existing and future recreation providers.

Due to its centralized location and rural surroundings, the city is the major recreational provider for the central
and northern part of the county. Many people from within and outside the City look for us for recreational
programming, yet many are not aware of the programming we offer. Several survey respondents were unaware of
multiple parks, recreation resources and facilities.

Objective: Expand current internet presence, including the city website, to provide information on
facility locations, features, and recreation programs.

Objective: Explore implementing a streamlined online registration process for community recreation
events and programs to increase accessibility of the programs

Objective: Develop a cohesive community signage package to provide wayfinding and facility awareness
in the community, especially along established non-motorized pathways.
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Objective: Explore the possibility of creating a Recreation Authority with other municipal groups and
recreation providers.

Objective: Explore additional methods to improve community awareness of recreation programs and
facilities

Objective: Encourage citizen involvement in the park system through volunteer programs, interpretive

programs and the decision making process. Consider implementing regular online community surveys to
monitor progress and gain input on specific recreation decisions.

7. Acquire property, as necessary, to meet the long-term recreational needs of City residents.
In the past, the City has purchased valuable parks and recreation land, but has also sold land to other entities
providing them with land to expand their facilities. Local officials must be conscious of the need to retain and
acquire additional parkland.

Objective: Retain existing parkland to meet recreational needs of the City.

Objective: Encourage the use of open spaces for recreational purposes.

Objective: Evaluate every opportunity to expand the park system and take action where practical. Natural
conservation should be considered in addition to facility expansion.

8. Promote healthy, active lifestyles through the St. Johns Parks and Recreation facilities and programs.

Considering national problems of obesity, heart health, diabetes, and other health issues, it is important to take
into consideration the health impact of new and existing facilities and programs. 79% of survey respondents feel
that the improvement of health and fitness programming would have a positive impact on their satisfaction and
61% currently use the parks for fitness and exercise. 61% feel that the development and improvement of walking
and biking trails within the park system would have a very positive impact on their satisfaction, and 18% cite
“lack or trails” as a reason for not using the park system more frequently.

Objective: Promote awareness of existing facilities and programs that support healthy lifestyles and choices.
Objective: Provide additional health and fitness programming.

Obijective: Provide additional facilities and opportunities, including walking and biking trail systems, which
foster healthy choices and lifestyles.

Obijective: Provide innovative recreation opportunities for all seasons that encourage active year-round lifestyles.
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The action plan for the City of St. Johns Parks and Recreation Plan includes proposed action items
including capital improvements, organization, and recreation programming changes. Priority rankings
were based on survey responses, goals, and discussion within the Recreation Board. Project types
consist of; Capital Improvements (C), which involve monetary investment in new facilities or equipment,
Maintenance (M), which involve renovating and maintaining existing features, and Planning (P), which
involve brainstorming ideas and generating community buy-in for new developments.

TABLE 6

City of St. Johns 2016-2020 Action Items

Park Project Project | Related Priority

Type | Goal

Jaycee Park Landscaping C 1,4 Low
Pavilion C 1,4 Low

Kibbee Street Park Landscaping C 1,4 Low
Pavilion C 1,4 Low
Replace Existing Fencing M 1,4 Low

Oak Street Park Park Improvement Plan — explore alternative P 1,4 Medium
playground options (ex. nature playground)

Senior Citizen Park | Construct Parking Lot C 1,4,5 Medium
Construct Accessible Walk System C 1,4,5 Medium
Restroom Renovation M 1,4,5 Medium
Play Equipment — Install new swings C 1,4,8 Medium

St. Johns City Park Improve Sidewalk Circulation System C 1,4,5,6,8 | High
Renovate Bath House at Spray Park M 1,3,4,5,8 | High
Improve Trail System M 1,4,5,6,8 | High
Renovate and Upgrade Fantasy Forest Play M 1,4,5 High
Structure
Renovate Warming House M 1,4,6,8 Medium
Expand and Improve Sledding Hill C 1,4,6,8 Medium
Landscaping Improvements M 1,4, Medium
Install Additional Playground Equipment C 1,4,5,8 Medium
Main Pavilion Exterior Renovation M 1,4 Medium
Expand and Improve Sand Volleyball Court C 1,4,8 Low
Construct New Soccer Field C 1,4,8 Low
Improve Park Roads M 1,45 Low

St. Johns Depot and | Park Improvement Plan (East Side) P 1,3,4,5,6, | Medium

Rotary Park 8
Playground Equipment C 1,3,4,6,8 Medium
Parking Lot Expansion C 1,5 Low
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Senior Citizen Amenities C 1,4,5,8 Low
Water Tower Park Construct Accessible Walk System C 12,45 Medium
Land Acquisition (Purchase from Hospital) P 1,4,7 Low
Playground Equipment (remove and replace) C 1,3,4,6,8 Low
Park Improvement Plan P 1,3,4,5 6, | Low
8
Other Trail Connections — CIS Trail to Main Park P,C 1,2,3,5,6, | High
7.8
Trail Connections — CIS Trail to Jaycee / Senior | P, C 1,2,3,5 6, | Medium
Citizens Park 7,8
Trail Connections — CIS Trail to Kibbee Street P,C 1,2,3,5,6, | Medium
Park (may include overpass at highway 27) 7,8
Implement Park Signage System C 1,3,4,6 Medium
Revise City Recreation Website M 1,36 Medium
Park Lighting & Safety Evaluation (All Parks) P 1,4 Medium
Fell Property Development Plan / Community P 1,2,3,57, | Low
Building 8
Identify Location for Community Dog Park P 1,3,4,5,8 | Low
Identify Location for Community Skate Park P 1,3,4,58 | Low
Identify Location for High Ropes Course P 1,3,4,58 | Low
Recreation Increase health and fitness classes offered NA 1,3,5,6,8 | Medium
Programming
Increase open swim and swimming class NA 1,3,5,6,8 | Medium
options at High School Pool
Amenities for Aquatics Program NA 1,3,5,6,8 | Medium
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Rationale for Action Program

Jaycee Park
In line with masterplan goals 1 and 4, park improvements such as landscaping installations and a picnic pavilion

would strengthen the neighborhood park for the surrounding community. Jaycee Park was recently renovated with
new playground equipment and a sidewalk circulation system. It meets most community needs at this time,
making further improvements a relatively low priority.

Kibbee Street Park
Kibbee Street Park could see additional improvements in the future including landscaping installations, a picnic

pavilion, and replacement of existing aged fencing. These improvements support goals 1 and 4 by strengthening
the park and providing a safe environment. The park play equipment and sidewalk system was recently renovated
and currently meets the needs of the surrounding community, making further improvements a relatively low
priority.

Oak Street Park
Oak Street Park has been underutilized in the past, partly due to its proximity to the local elementary school,

which has an excellent traditional play structure. The Park Improvement Plan would encourage community input
on alternative site uses, such as a nature-based playground, skate park, or dog park. In the interest of not
duplicating existing resources, improvements with traditional playground equipment are not being pursued for the
site. The site currently does not offer much to residents and has relatively low use numbers. Improvement to this
park would meet goals 1 and 4. Priority for this project is moderate as the needs of the community are largely met
by the nearby playground.

Senior Citizen Park
Senior Citizen Park is adjacent to Jaycee Park and its facilities will service both parks’ users. The park has

existing restroom facilities that are in poor condition. Frequent vandalism on site causes some hesitation to
replace these facilities until a vandal-proof solution can be found. There is strong support for improvement of
restrooms in the community survey and these renovations would meet goals 1, 4 and 5. Until a solution that
prevents vandalism can be found, the priority to upgrade these bathrooms is moderate. There is currently no walk
system or parking lot on the site, and the addition of both these aspects would greatly increase the accessibility of
the park (goal 5) while meeting goals 1 and 4 by providing a safer park. Additional play equipment, such as a new
set of swings, would add variety to the site while meeting goals 1, 4 and 8. Both of these upgrades are a moderate
priority for the city.

St. Johns City Park
The main city park is the largest park in St. Johns and is the most important park to 87% of the survey

respondents. Recent additions include a new spray park and upgraded restroom facilities. Improvements to part of
the sidewalk system and disc golf course are planned for Spring 2016. With the completion of the spray park,
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plans to renovate the adjoining bathhouse have been an important part of the discussion. It is believed the
renovation of this facility is a high priority for the safety and convenience of park users, meeting goals 1, 3, 4, 5,
and 8. The circulation system within the park is lacking in several areas, both in paved and unpaved trails.
Walking trails are some of the most used and most important features for survey respondents, and the
improvement of both paved and unpaved systems would meet goals 1, 4, 5, 6, and 8. These improvements are
placed as a high priority.

Winter activities were expressed to be important in the survey results, and renovations to the sledding hill and the
warming house would support winter recreation in St. Johns. These renovations will include additional lighting at
the sledding hill and ice skating rink/warming house. Improving these features is a moderate priority for the city
and would meet goals 1, 4, 6, and 8.

The Fantasy Forest play area is one of the most unique and popular parts of the Main City Park, with 87% of
survey respondents using the play area. The wooden structure is beginning to show its age and renovations will
soon be necessary. The park is often crowded, especially at peak times, and expansion will be explored.
Renovations to the Fantasy Forest will meet goals 1, 4 and 5 and is a high priority.

The play areas in the main city park are often crowded and interest was expressed in the survey in providing a
separate playground area in addition to the Fantasy Forest. This additional playground equipment could help meet
goals 1, 4, 5, and 8 and is a moderate priority.

Landscaping was listed as one of the most important features to survey respondents and landscape improvements
within the park are a moderate priority. These improvements would meet goals 1 and 4.

The Main Pavilion is a very noticeable part of the main park and is beginning to show wear. Exterior renovation
would meet goals 1 and 4 and is a moderate priority.

The park road system varies in quality and safety, some of it being unpaved. The improvement of these roads
would benefit park users while meeting goals 1, 4 and 5. The current roads are functional and improvement will
be costly, so the priority for this renovation is relatively low.

The sand volleyball court is used by 31% of respondents and plays an important role in local league competitions.
There is currently no soccer field in the main city park, but 49% of respondents feel that the addition of a soccer
field would have a positive effect on their satisfaction. A potential site for the soccer field would be where the
current BMX Track is located. The expansion and improvement of the sand volleyball court and the addition of a
soccer field would meet goals 1, 4 and 8 of the masterplan and is a relatively low priority at this time.

St. Johns Depot and Rotary Park
The St. Johns Depot and Rotary Park is located along the Fred-Meijer CIS Trail and the construction of a

trailhead park is underway. The park is a long, thin strip and there are currently no plans for the east side of the
site. Alternatives to explore for this area include play equipment, artifact display areas (to tie into the historic train
depot), a dog park, a skate park, or a high ropes course. Amenities for senior citizens, such as glider swings and
fitness stations, will also be explored and incorporated. A parking lot expansion may become necessary as the
park expands, but is a relatively low priority in comparison with other site improvements. The level of community
support or interest in each of the options would be collected in the Park Improvement Plan. This plan would be a
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critical step before further improvements can take place and is a moderate priority. The projects for this site have
the potential to meet goals 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8.

Water Tower Park
Water Tower Park presents a unique challenge within the city park system. The park land is owned by the

adjacent hospital and is leased to the city (for only 1 dollar) on a yearly basis. Until the park land can be acquired,
park improvements are difficult to justify as they may not belong to the city in the long term. Regardless, the
improvement of the park is important to citizens and to the city. A park improvement plan, featuring an accessible
walk system and new playground equipment, could meet goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8. This plan has a relatively low
to moderate priority until the land can be permanently acquired. The possibility of acquiring the land or signing
on longer lease in cooperation with the hospital should be explored as a part of this plan.

Trail Connections
The addition of non-motorized trail connections throughout the city relate directly to goal 2 and have been a

priority for the city since the completion of the Fred Meijer CIS Trial. The desire for these trail systems have been
expressed by the community survey. Providing a pedestrian connection from the CIS Trail to the Main City Park
has the highest priority, as this is the park that has the most users and the most regional draw. Connection to
Kibbee Street Park would involve getting pedestrians across highway 27, something the community has wanted to
do for some time. Connecting to both Kibbee Street Park and Senior Citizens/Jaycee Park are moderate priorities
for the community. These trail connections are consistent with goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Dog Park
The idea of a dog park has been discussed for years in St. Johns. 58% of survey respondents feel the addition of a

dog park would positively affect their satisfaction with the parks, but 9% feel it would have a negative impact.
The demand for a park is present, but it must be located wisely with proper community guidance and input.
Potential locations at the BMX track in the main city park or at the Depot lot, but many other potential locations
should be explored. The planning for and eventual creation of a dog park would meet goals 1, 3, 4, 5 and 8 and is
a low priority.

Skate Park and High Ropes Course
A skate park has been discussed for years as a means to engage the teenage demographic in St. Johns. This

proposed facility had mixed reviews in the community survey, with 35% feeling it would have a positive impact
and 13% feeling it would have a negative impact on their satisfaction. Another possible engagement solution is a
high ropes course, which would require more long term city involvement but is more supported by the
community. 47% feel a high ropes course should have funding priority, while 32% feel a skate park should be
funded. Either facility could be an exciting new addition to St. Johns and the surrounding region, and a
community discussion should be opened. The planning for and construction of a skate park or high ropes course
would meet goals 1, 3, 4, 5, and 8 and is a low priority for the community.
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Website Revisions and Park Signage System

The community survey has revealed that many park users have trouble finding information on St. Johns parks,
and some do not know that certain parks exist within the system. In order to better promote park use, several
projects have been developed with a moderate priority. Revisions to the city website including a park map and
facility list would provide information to the average user at a relatively low cost to the city. This could also be
applied to recreational programs. A consistent park signage system would also help citizens locate parks and
develop a sense of identity for neighborhood parks and for the St. Johns park system. This will become especially
important for wayfinding as non-motorized trails are developed. The improvement of the website and park
signage system meets goals 1, 3, 4, and 6 and are both a moderate priority to complete.

Lighting / Safety Evaluation
Poor night lighting was given as a top reason for not using the parks more often by 26% of respondents. Lighting

has been updated in some areas of the Main City Park, but a further evaluation of the lighting and safety of all the
parks may be warranted. This is a moderate priority for the city and would meet goals 1 and 4.

Recreation Programming

The majority of recreation program users feel that offering more health and fitness classes and swimming classes
would have a positive impact on their satisfaction with the St. Johns Recreational Programming. Additional
classes are limited by the availability of instructors and facilities, but the option to expand wherever possible
should be explored. Amenities related to these classes, such as inflatable obstacles and fitness equipment, will
also be pursued. This is a moderate priority for the city and would meet goals 1, 3, 5, 6, and 8.

Fell Property Development Plan / Community Building

A community building has been discussed for years within the City of St. Johns and would have a very positive
impact on recreation opportunities and programs offered. A proposed site for the community building is the Fell
Property (adjacent to the Main City Park), which would have space for the facility and walking/skiing trails. Due
to the large investment this would require, careful planning and proper funding sources must be in place before
construction. The development of the community building is a relatively low priority due to financial reasons, but
would meet goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 8 of the masterplan. Below is a further description of what this community
building could offer.

The community building would be used to house various community recreation needs; including multi-use courts,
fitness center area, track, game-room/arcade, classroom/meeting room and multi-use room. Size of the building
would be about 44,000 square feet and with costs projected to be approximately $150 square foot for a total of 7
million dollars.

Fitness Center Area

The fitness center area would be located inside the track next to the multi-use courts in a 50x60 foot area. This
area would be appropriate for young children to help them establish a healthy lifestyle, adults who accompany
their children or simply wish to improve their health, and for older citizens who wish to exercise, but may have
difficulties with the equipment found in traditional gyms. Equipment would be comprehensive and include the
traditional equipment found in exercise facilities, as well as specialized and alternative forms of equipment to
address the special needs of area residents. This type of exercise facility directly supports the Mission Statement
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of the Parks and Recreation Plan to support inter-generational recreational activities and address the recreation
needs of all segments of the population.

Multi-use Courts

It is proposed that the two courts would be side by side 50 ft. x 94 ft. Courts could be used for basketball, indoor
tennis and additional volleyball courts if needed. In making them multi-use we would be able to accommodate
three needs that were indicated in the survey.

Track
The proposed track would be a 4-lane track that would circle the two multi-use courts and would be an eighth of a
mile long. The track would provide for additional walking the jogging areas as indicated in the survey.

Multi-use Room

The multi-use room would be used for soccer, floor-hockey, ¥ court basketball, and volleyball. This multi-use
room would house a soccer field/ floor hockey, three ¥ court basketball courts, and three regulation size
volleyball courts.

Game Room/Arcade
The game room would house various video games for people to play. This would satisfy the number two need
from the results of the November 12, 2003 public planning meeting.

Class Room /Meeting Room
This room would be available for community meetings, provide space to hold community enrichment classes, and
also used a room to hold birthday parties or other special events.

Action Program Page 29



RJM Design Inc.

Land Planning e Landscape Architecture

Appendix A: Survey and Results

The City of St. Johns is working to update our 5-Year Parks and Recreation Masterplan. Your
responses to this survey will help to shape the actions of the city over the next five years. This
short survey will ask about your park and recreational program use, as well as your thoughts on
future park funding. Your participation is voluntary and all respondents will remain anonymous.
This survey should take approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Thank you again for your
time!

St. Johns Recreation Areas

1. Do you or members of your household visit any St. Johns Parks?

Answer Choices Responses
Ves 96°% 275
Mo X 12
Total 287

Public Park Facilities

2. What age are the park users in your household? (Please check all that apply)

Answer Choices Responses
5 and under 3% 52
i 45% 105
11-20 42% ag
21.90 16% 38
31-40 % 72
41-30 21% a0
51.60 13% 30
§1-70 L 16
71 and older % 12

Total Respondents: 233
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3. How frequently do you or members of your household use each park?

2 times a week or Twice a A few times a Hever Total
more month year
St Johns 22% It M 0%
City Park =0 85 aE 1 232
St Johns 6% 12% 52% 29%
Depot 12 23 a7 55 187
Kibhes T% T% 2T% 59%
Street Park 11 11 45 a7 164
Jaycee Park 5% 6% 33% 56%
2 10 SE a5 169
Water 5% 8% 25% 62%
Tower Park 2] 14 41 103 167
Oak Street 4% 4% 19% T3%
Park [ 7 29 114 156
Senior 2% 6% 12% 80%
Citizen Park 3 10 18 123 154

4. Please select the park you would consider most important to your household.

Answer Choices Responses
St. Johns City Park &T% 203
Jaycee Park 3% 7
Kibhee Street Park 3% 7
Water Tower Park ¥ &
Cak Street Park 2% 4
Senior Citizen Park 1% 3
St. Johns Depot 1% 3

Total 233
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5. How frequently do you or members of your household use each park feature?

Restrooms

Trash
Receptacles

Paved Parking

Fartasy
Forest

Paved Walking
Trails

Play Equipment

MNatural
Walking Trails

Benches

Picnic Tables

Sledding Hill

Picnic Pavilion

Water Spray

Park

Baill Fields

Baskethall
Courts

Bike Racks

Tennis Courts

Ice Skating
Pand

Soccer Fields

Wolleyhball
Courts

Warming
house

Grills
Disc golf
Course

Shuffleboard
court

2 times a week or
more

1T%
36

1%
36

19%
39

20%
42

22%
45

21%
46

20%
43

16%
33

1%

a4

9%

5%

2]

T%
13

¥h
6%
11

6%

12
A%
3%

]
¥h

2%

1%

Twice a
month

29%
63

2T%

a6

28%

a7

28%
60

20%
43

23%
46

18%
38

1%

13%

27

12%
24

10%
19

8%
16

L i

%

14

T%

13

A%

2%

2%

2%

Afew times a
year

50%

107

50%

104

44%

91

39%

82

47%

a9

0%
&3
43%

a2

aT%

a6

59%
123

62%
128

62%
128

38%

76

3%
74
%
80
24%
45

33%
63
33%
66
21%
39

20%
38

2T%

=l

19%
36

10%
19

6%
11

Never

¥h
g

6%
12

10%
20

16%
34

14%
kil

14%
e

12%

aE

=)

18%

19%
39

3%
74
8%
a5

53%
102

59%
116

55%
107
58%
114

66%
124

69%
132

66%
124

T6%
143

B5%
158

91%
171

Total

214

208

207

n

212

216

203

209

206

205

201

192

196

193

198

189

190

188

192

185

187

Comments

e  Love the spray park

e  Would like to see more trees planted for
shade and more landscaping is also more appealing

e Would like to see a skate park for kids

e  Each year my family and myself use these.

o | didn't realize that there even is a disc golf
course. We would use this, if | knew where the
baskets are.

e  Fantasy forest needs to be repaired,
refreshed, and updated

e We use and enjoy the parks often.

e  Obviously the warming house and skating
pond will only be used in the winter.

e My family and grandkids use many things at
the park. Spray Park has no appeal in its appearance.
Looks like old bucket turned upside down Hoping a
much more appealing design

e | use the parks with grandchildren. Will
frequent the spray park. Love city park! | don't know
where the senior citizens park is.

e  The cost for the spray park was
ridiculous......The veterans pool should have been
repaired at a lower cost and was something all ages
could use....just another thing taken away.

e  Would use disc golf if it was up.

e 1 didn't know we had shuffleboard or disc
golf, would love more info on those!

e  Attend summer's "music in the park".

e | attend summer's "music in the park".

e  There is a huge difference in how many
times | use each feature depending on the season. For
most | would say | use the feature monthly or more
often.

e Itwould great if there were more play
equipment for kids to play on, so we didn't have to
drive to Dewitt and Lansing parks.

e Really would like to know where the disc
golfis.

e "We visit about once a week during the
summer. Other than that less frequently. "

e "Grandkids always wanna go to fantasy
forest every chance they can.

e  They love it there.

e  But wish they had a snack pavilion to buy
things from like back when they used to have one."

e Warming house??????

e No more $ into the spray park

e None

e We would go to the water tower park more
if it had decent equipment. It's a joke right now.

e Was unaware of disc golf course but would
use it.

e  Some of the items on the list that have never
been used are not because we haven't had interest; but
we live out in the county and aren't city residents so
the need to use them is greatly lowered.
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6. For what reasons do users in your household visit City of St. Johns Parks? (Please check all that apply)

Answer Choices Responses
Casual or Informal Use 86% 198
Community Events 61% 142
Fitness and Exercise 61% 140
League SportsiGames 29% (1]
‘Youth Program Activities 29% 66
4 10

Cther (please specify)

Total Respondents: 231

Other (please specify)

Kids

Mint Fest

Family fun

Park concerts, spray park, grandchildren’s' play
Playground

To take my class on field trips to our local parks.
Our 1.5 year old loves the play equipment

My kids like to play at the playgrounds.

None

Just to play, take pictures
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Restrooms

Play Equipment

Matural Walking Trails

Trees and Landscaping

Water Spray Park

Paved Walking Trails

Trash Receptacles

Picnic Tables

Sledding Hill

Picnic Sheters

Benches

lce Skating Rink

Eall Fields

Paved Parking

Basketball Courts

Grills

Soccer Fields

Volleyhall Courts

Tennis Courts

Bike Racks

Cther (please specify)

Total Respondents: 212

Other (please specify)

Responses

69%

60°%

o

33%

3%

25%

24%

22%

15%

15%

144

8%

8%

8%

6%

P

Fi

3%

2%

2%

2%

RJM Design Inc.
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7. Please select the 4 features you would consider to be the most important when visiting a park.

Answer Choices

147

127

32

31

30

18

16

16

12

Natural Woods (with no man-made improvements. Leave nature to be nature.)

Dog Area!
Play equipment

Openness security
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8. How would the improvement or addition of the following features impact your satisfaction with the City of

St. Johns parks?

Restrooms

Walking and
hiking Trails

Playgrouncds

Park Lighting

Trees and
Landscaping

Picnic Areas
Water Spray
Parks

Benches

Sledding Hils

Sledding Hill

Community
Centers

Aclelitional
Parks

Dog park

lce Skating
Pond

Grils
Bashkethall
Courts

Roller Blading
Rinks

Soccer Fields

“oleyhball
Courts

Hockey Rinks

Skateboard
Facilties

Shuffleboard
Facilties

Very Positive
Impact

65%
133

1%
124

59%
116

51%
102

4%
&3

0%

k]

49%

o7

3%
&3

3T
71

3%

el

3%
71

34%
B4

33%
B4

23%
44

19%
36

1T%
33

19%
36

1¥%

26

14%

e

P =)

16%
Kl

14%

—

6%

12

Somewhat
Positive Impact
29%
B0
33%
66
29%
56
39%
%
83

4T%
93

24%
48
5%
57
2%
B
#H%
79
3T%
70
27%

]

=y

28%

35%

&7

29%
33

34%
54
29%
56
35%,
&6
3%
59
23%
44

2%
40

2M%
39

Ho
effect
5%
11

5%
10

12%
23

10%
19

14%

29

13%

-

]

22%
43

16%
kil

18%
34

18%
33

24%
46

32%
&1
33%
63

0%

T

50%
o4
5%
86
5%
86
15%
85
51%

g5

55%
106

52%
98

66%
124

Hegative
Impact

0%
0

1%
1%
1%
0%
0%
%
1%
I
e
2%
7%

14

9%
18

3%
2%
A
%

13

5%
10

¥

5%
10

13%

-

]

7%
13

Total

204

203

200

201

196

192

191

191

191

191

192

193

189

191

191

187

188

191

190

188

Comments

e  The bathrooms have needed an
upgrade for years.

o | believe a skate park would hit a
demographic in our area that needs a safe
place to go.

e | would love to see XC skiing
during the winter months on the existing
natural trails. It could be done very similar
to Fitz park in Grand Ledge.

e Not sure our population really
warrants additional parks, but different
types of play experience would be great. A
nature-based playground would be a nice
complement to existing play options.

e  Someone needs to fix the
sculpture at the band shell. The treble clef
is backwards and it makes our community
look dumb.

e | think there are enough parks and
would rather increase have the amount of
equipment and activities increased at the
existing parks.

e Improvement of restroom, Senior
Park/Jaycee park area needs restroom not a
portapotty. Reclear Paths in main park, Put
gravel in spots prone to water holes in dirt.

e We would like to see the ice
skating pond improved, it is a far distance
to travel to Lansing for ice skating and
could improve use of the park during
winter.

e We need to ramp up the winter
activities.

e  The water tower park just
removed the old dangerous swings and
replaced them, which is great. But the slide
was also removed and not replaced. The
chipped and old riding animals and monkey
bars are still there. There isn't much for
little ones to do. When can we expect to
have our park updated like the other parks
in the city have been?
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9. Which of the following factors, if any, do you feel limit your park use? (Please check any that apply)

Answer Choices Responses Comments:

e  Water fountain
Mot enough time 8% e We love the parks.
e Our parks really are
not that hard to get to, but a
better trail system linking all

Poor night lighting 2%

Mo reason in particular 2% parks would probably get more
219 people to use them. For
Condition or availability of restrooms ’ example, Kibbee St Park is on
. the east side of US27, and there
Lack of trails 18% is no safe and pedestrian-
110 friendly crosswalk
Mot sure where the parks are : ANYWHERE crossing 27. (it's
o 10%% kind of ridiculous, actually!)
Mot maintained well enough : e Sledding hill caused
B 10% me to fall since the stairs were
Too far from home too slick. It would be nice to
B} o 9% have a stationary rope
Cther (please specify) cemented there to grab onto.
_ ) o 8% o ldon't feel like there
Don't have the right facilties are any restrictions; we love the
5 city parks!
Too crowded e e We frequent the parks,
Admission fees T ;T]?jyfgrrevsa?li?s;place for kids
Don't feel welcome 6% o We US? the park_s ql-"te
often. | don't think anything in
Not enough parking 5% particular limits our use. |
supposed we are limited by
Disahilty preventing use 3% time In a way.
¢ no shade for hot sunny
Mot interested in visiting parks 2% days
e  Water tower park has
Too hard to get to 1% no equipment to play on
anymore.
Total Respondents: 212 e | checked not the right

facilities in regards to the
Jaycee park. Not safe for kids! My kids (4, 8) have gotten hurt there every time we go there.
Any improvement to the ball fields and skating rink would be greatly appreciated
Could use a playground on the other side of the park like it had before. Grandkids say it's too crowed there. The
playground gets way too crowed at fantasy forest area every summer. Needs to be bigger or add some more
equipment on another area.
Annoying pets are unsafe
Need to leave restrooms open all the time. All of the parks should have a restroom year around.
Not enough park equipment for little ones
Security. If you are talking our parks, then an occasional drive by from the police is useful. Sometimes things go on
that it would be nice if law enforcement was readily available. They don't always require a 911 call, but just a
presence. Like unattended kids hanging around misusing play equipment, climbing on the roofs of structures....
Park closes too early. Would love to walk the trails at night.
Teenagers!
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10. How would you describe your overall satisfaction with the St. Johns Parks?

Answer Choices Responses
Wery Satisfied 36% 76
Somewhat Satisfied 3% 112
Somewhat Diszatisfisd P 8
“ery Dissatisfied 1% 2
Comments 6% 12
Comments

e While the park system is good in St. Johns, ongoing investment in maintaining park infrastructure is important to ensure that the
parks continue to be an asset for the community. We love the trees at the City Park for the shade they provide. So many of the
smaller parks have little or no shade.

Room for improvements And why is there a depot in the town when there is no train that will ever come through.

Our City park is one of the nicest parks | have ever seen

I really think they are fantastic. | wish some additional equipment would be put in the Water Tower Park. This is the closest to

my home, I think we would visit it more often if there was more to do there. But we visit the City Park very often and love it!

e More toddler friendly activities.

o  We love Fantasy Forest (except when it's full of cursing teenagers), but we live right across the street from the water tower park
which is severely neglected. No more slide, one dangerous climbing structure, old and chipped ride on animals.

e  Main park is too small. I would prefer more green spaces in the city.

Recreation Programs
11. Do you (or members of your household) participate in City Recreational Programs?

Answer Choices Responses
Yes 55% 116
Mo 45% 96

12. What age are the City Recreation Program users in your household? (Please check all that apply)

Answer Choices Responses
5 and under 25% 28
6-10 53% 58
11-20 H% 45
21-30 9% 10
31 _4|:| 23‘:"’0 :'3
41-50 16% 18
=1.60 4% 4
§1-70 4% 4
71 and older 1% 1

Total Respondents: 111

Appendix Page 37



RJM Design Inc.

Land Planning e Landscape Architecture

] N
PozezzozeZpromoiTozo

13. How frequently do you or members of your household participate in each City Recreational Program?

Twice a Twice a Afewtimes a Hever Total
week month year

Concerts inthe Park 6% 14% 59% 21%
& 15 &1 22 104

Special Events ¥ 1% 66%: 20%
3 11 G4 19 a7

sSummer Camps 6% T% 52% 34%
& 7 49 2 94

Swimming Classes 5% 9% 39% 47%
= 9 7 45 95

Health and Fitness ¥ 8% 38% 51%
Classes 3 7 35 7 92

Baskethall clinic 1% 8% 3% 56%
1 7 30 49 a7

Arts and Crafts 2% X IT% 5T%
2 4 33 1 a0

T—hall Leagues 6% 2% 30% 62%
= 2 25 52 g4

Softball Leagues 6% 9% 16% T0%
3 g 14 62 g9

Volleyball Leagues T% 3% 1T% T2%
& 3 15 63 a7

Open Gym 3% 5% 19% T3%
Baskethall 3 4 16 63 86

Open Gym 2% 8% 14% T6%
Walleyball 2 7 13 32 a1

Kickball League 1% 3% 24% ™%
1 3 2 &1 86

Football Leagues 5% 4% 13% T9%
4 3 11 &7 85

Open Gym Soccer L LA 4% 6% 87%
3 3 5 71 g2

Karate 1% 2% 6% 0%
1 2 = 75 83

Comments:

We were saddened by the removal of the pool from the city park. Love and support the spray park, but miss the city pool.

concerts every wednesday

Cannot really ask yearly. This is a seasonal question.

Our kids are just getting old enough and they will be enrolling in more of these activities in the coming years

Arts and crafts? For adults?

My kids would like to participate in the summer camps, but they are scheduled right in the middle of the day and both parents work.
Morning (8:00),afternoon (3:00)or evening would be better.

Biddy basketball every year
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14. How would the improvement or addition of the following programs impact your interest in the City of St.
Johns Recreational Programs?
Very Positive

Special Events

Health and
Fitness Classes

Swimming
Classes

Concerts inthe
Park

IMature
Education
Programs

Summer Camps

‘Walking Clubs

Dance,
Music Theater

Open Gym
Activities

Arts and Crafts

Senior Programs

T-hall Leagues

Baskethall

Leagues

Baskethall Clinic

Soccer Leagues

Kickball League

Softhall Leagues

Focthall

Leagues

Yolleyhball
Leagues

lee Hockey

League

Tennis Leagues

Karate

Horseshoe

Roller Hockey
League

Impact

36%
66
40%
T3
0%
39%
To
32%

a7

34
61

3%

30%
54
28%
50

2%
45

21%
36

20%
35

18%
El|

1%
30

17%

29

15%

25
14%
24

18%
32
1%

29

14%
25
14%
24

12%
21
12%
20

12%
21

Somewhat
Positive Impact
AT%
86

39%
71

3%

&7

40%
T3

43%

[}

3%
61

36%
64
38%
68
36%
63
35%
62
2T%
48

28%
41

24%
42

25%
44

23%
40

26%
44

28%
48

18%
32

21%
36

21%
36

22%
38

24%
42

22%
38

20%
34

Ho
effect

16%
30

21%
33

22%
39

20%
37

24%
43

32%

af

33%

33%

59

36%
&3
36%
B4
51%
89

53%

a1

57%
a3

56%

g7

58%

98

59%
100

57%
100

61%
103

62%
108

63%
109

63%
110

60%
104

65%
111

65%
112

Hegative
Impact

1%

2%

3%

-]

Total

183

184

181

-
=
w

180

181

173

Comments

o volleyball leagues for middle and high
school ages would be fun.

e | wish there were more basketball skills
camps.

e During the Fall and Winter - | would like
to see the parks/city cemetery open to Bow-and-
Arrow hunting. The woods/fields could be leased
to hunters on seasonal basis and doing so would
do a few things: 1.) Improve the wildlife in the
parks/city. Hunters are the best conservationists on
the planet, and allowing hunting would ONLY
improve the wildlife. 2.) Allowing hunting with
Bow-and-Arrow ONLY would ensure safety for
park-goers and hunters alike. 3.) Leasing hunting-
rights to individuals on a seasonal basis would
also raise additional funds for the city (prime land
currently leases for 10-30 dollars per acre). 4.)
This could allow city-residents an opportunity to
learn how to hunt, conserve, and manage different
forms of wildlife. Some other localities do allow
ARCHERY hunting on city-property, and this is
something that would dramatically improve the
city parks, and certainly drive up usage.

e More open swim hours would be great!

e Why is negative even an option? That's
odd...these are benefits. You would be better off
asking if we feel where the money for
improvement should go.

o like to see a senior only softball league

e  Winter groups
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15. Through what media have you heard about St. Johns Recreational Programming and events? (please
check all that apply)

Answer Choices Responses
Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) 52% 102
Word of mouth 49% =13
Wehsite o a1
Mewspaper I¥n 67
Email 30% 59
Parks and recreation seasonal brochure 20% 40
Program fliers 17% 34
Vistted or called a parksirec office 11% 2
Mone i ]
Cther (please specify) 2% 4
Radlio 2% 3

Total Respondents: 196

Other: website, Childs School, very little advertisement, School

16. What is the best way to let you know about recreation programs and events in the future?

Answer Choices Responses
Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) 50% =t
Email 29% 57
Parks ancl recreation seasonal brochure 8% 16
Mewspapar 5% 10
Website 5% g
Program fliers 3% 5
Cther (please specify) 1% 1
Radlio 0% 0
MNone 0% i}

Total 197

Other: newspaper and social media
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17. How satisfied are you with the current City Recreation Programs in St. Johns?

Answer Choices Responses
Wery Satisfied 20% 39
Somewhat Satisfied 65% 129
Somewhat Disatisfisd 5% 10
Yery Dizatisfied 1% 2
Comments 9% 17
Total 197

e | don't use them so I have no opinion at this time.

e Some are good, some are not. A lot depends on the volunteer coaches. Some are into it, some are not.

o Nothing for Teenager/Young Adults. We all feel the need to go to lansing or east lansing. Do something about that.
We always hear about the old-timers going to city dances and stuff like that? Why isn't there more of that?

e  For asmall time | thing we have great space for parks

e I'd like to see more open swim options.(both lap swim and fun swim for kids)

o | liked it when you sent fliers home through the schools.

e | have personally only used the water aerobics on occasion.

e The only thing that prevents us from using more of the children's programs is our work schedules. The end times
didn't correspond with when we were available to pick them up.

e Very Satisfied - This is one of the greatest part of living in Saint Johns. | always rave to people when they ask if |
enjoy living in Saint Johns.

e Baseball!!

o | wish there was spring/winter or fall swimming lessons. The only ones | ever see are during the summer and with
summer camps/vacations and other summer activities it isn't always convenient.

e Because we live outside of the city limits | find it hard to find information about programs. | would like to see more
information dispersed to perhaps the surrounding school districts too for those of us that live close enough to St.
Johns but not within the school district also have the opportunity to sign up for classes and programs.

e Would like to see more kid friendly equipment at the parks instead of empty fields.

e Better publication of the city leagues standings would be greatly appreciated. Especially by the sponsors of city
league teams. | see very little coverage now, where it used to at least be in the paper every week. You would think it
would be much easier and free-er to put it on the city website or facebook. There is no reason other than a trophy
that no one knows about, for businesses to sponsor city league teams

18. Recognizing that there is limited funding available, how would you prioritize the following areas?

Comments (see results on next page):
e Rock Climbing Area? You guys are just ASKING for a lawsuit...
¢ High ropes and rock climbing would be amazing but aren't a priority and, of course, who can use them when and
how they would be managed and maintained is questionable.
I would like to see a paved bike walking path that goes around the entire city
I love the idea of connecting parks with trails!
Connect with Motz park
Ropes course would be amazing. | would pay to do that.
Fix the softball fields and the skating rink could use some more lights. It gets dark early in the winter and it’s hard to
skate under just 1 or 2 lights
e Please update water tower park!
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High Moderate Low Total Weighted
Priority Priority Priority Average

Flaygrounds 55% 33% 12%
102 60 22 184 143

Preserving unigue natural areas 39% 39% 22%
70 71 39 180 117

Connecting parks and communities with 39% 39% 22%
trails 70 70 39 179 117

Extended hiking trails (natural surfaced 4% 36°% 24%
trails more than 5 miles) 75 E7 44 186 147

Upgrading park restrooms 35% 46% 19%
G4 84 34 182 116

City Park Renovations LY 51% 18%
a6 b= 33 180 113

Matural-surfaced paths in parks 23% 53% 24%
4 93 43 177 [up=i]

Mature programs 16% 54% 30%
29 a7 54 180 0.86

Paved trails in parks 19% 45% 3%
33 79 63 177 0a2

Buying land to expand existing parks 25% 3% 43%
44 7 77 178 0.&

Park shelters or lodges 19% 42% 39%
33 74 69 176 0.80

Meountain bike trails 19% 0% M%
35 73 74 182 079

Rock Climbing Area 16% % 52%
29 7 a5 181 064

High Ropes Course 16% o 53%
29 a6 a3 180 063

Cross country ski trails 16% o 54%
28 55 95 179 0&2

Off-leash dog parks 19% 23% 58%
34 42 103 179 0.&1

Outdoor amphitheaters 1% 36°% 53%
20 63 92 173 058

Agricultural education 10% 39% 52%
17 &7 =] 174 058

Skate Park 10% 22% 69%
17 38 121 176 0.4

Disc golf courses 9% 19% T2%
16 34 127 177 037

Equestrian Trails 3% 20% T6%
5] 36 135 177 027
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19. Please indicate your level of support for these possible sources of additional funding to improve St.
Johns parks and trails:
Strongly Moderatehy Heutral Moderately Strongly Total Weighted

Support Support Oppose Oppose Average
Expand park 19% 30% 35% 10% 6%
zystem 34 54 B3 18 10 1749 047
funding from
=8
Johns general
tax base
Ask voters to 22% 28% 23% 13% 14%
support a 41 52 43 24 25 185 032
new milage
for the St
Johns Park
and Trail
system
Increase non- 16% 33% 26% 13% 12%
residert fees 29 58 46 23 22 178 0.28
for parks
Increase fees 4% 2T% 34% 21% 14%
for parks 7 48 A1 38 25 1749 -015
uses that
glready have
fees
Develop new 6% 22% 32% 21% 19%
user fees for 10 39 58 38 34 179 -0.26
activities that
are currently
free
Comments:

e The only way | would support new millage is if all including equestrians could use it.

o ANOTHER MILLAGE!? Stop asking for more money. Re-appropriate the money you already have! You still need
to have the ROAD millage re-approved for the roads to get finished correct? One tax-gouge at a time please!
Damned big-government "tax-and-spend" liberals. Leave our taxes alone! We already pay too much. Please focus
ONLY on how to lower taxes! NOT how to take/spend more of our money! Mooches.

e The City built the spray park using many donations but we can't expect to pay for all our public services this way.
We need to educate people that paying higher taxes for a wonderful park system raises property values.

e  Which parks have fees now?

o If feesare going to be increased for users, | think it is important to have low-income assistance to participate. | think

it would be a very bad idea to make the parks and activities unavailable to youth due to expense.

I don't think it needs to expand. It will expand itself if the fix what they already have
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20. Under what conditions might you support a tax millage for St. Johns parks and trails?

(Please choose all that apply)

Answer Choices

Funds can only be used where needed to operate, expand and improve the city park system

Must be renewed by voters every S years

Unsure

| do not support a millage

Funds can only be usedto acquire new land for city parks and trails
MMust be renewed by voters every 10 years

Cther (please specify)

Total Respondents: 189
Comments:

Responses
40% TE
39% 73
24% 45
22% 41
15% 28
6% 11
% 5

e Themed fundraisers at the parks. People love zombie runs. Or summer picnics to benefit parks (using the grills and
picnic tables), scavenger hunts, relay races, etc. Get people TO the parks to raise money for the parks. People who
don't use the parks won't vote for the millage, but people who participate in the events will.

| want a better sledding hill!! Toboggan Run ?

Only if there is a plan to improve playground equipment

21. What best describes the area that you live in?

Answer Choices
City of St. Johns
Eingham Township
Greenbush Township
Ezsex Township
Olive Township
Riley Township
Owvid Township
Bengal Township
Yictor Township
Cther (please specify)

Duplain Tewnship

Do not use anymore money to connect more trails, only use funds to pave current trails
Required extensive oversight to combat corruption by city officials. Small town politics and good ol boys and all.

Responses

64% 125
13% 25
6% 11
5% 10
3% 5
3% 5
2% 4
2% 3
2% 3
2% 3
1% 1

Other: Newark township near Ithaca, Washington township, Moving to city next year from Greenbush
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Answer Choices Responses
17 or younger 1% 1
18-20 ¥ B
21-29 14% 27
30-39 36% 70
40-49 26% 50
S0-59 10% 19
B0 or older 10% 19
Total 194
23. What is your gender?
Answer Choices Responses
Male 23% 43
Female % 148
Cther (please specify) 0% 0
Total 191
24. How much total combined money did all members of your household earn last year?
Answer Choices Responses
$0 to $9,999 2% 3
$10,000 to 524,995 ¥ 7
$25,000 to $49 995 15% 28
$50,000 to $74,999 20% 39
75,000 to $99 999 20% 38
$100,000 or more 24% 45
Prefer not to answer 16% an
Total 191
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“Thank you for your input!

The results from this survey will be incorporated into the new 5-Year Recreation Master Plan. This plan will be
posted for community review during the month of January at the St. Johns City Hall and the Briggs Public
Library. It will also be available online through the City Recreation website and social media page.

City Website: http://cityofstjohnsmi.com/Departments/ParksandRecreation.aspx
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohns.recreation

A community review meeting will take place at the end of January before the plan is submitted to the state.
Please email Bill Schafer at BSCHAFER@CI.SAINT-JOHNS.MI.US or call 989-224-8944 ext. 227 if you have
guestions or concerns about this survey or the 5-Year Recreation Master Plan.”

25. General Comments

e Please paint the amphitheater, it looks unfinished and it's embarrassing. Many people share this opinion.
Red, black, and white would give a cohesive look when people come from out of town for footballs
games. Painting the hideous green on the spray park building would be a good idea too. With so many
non-local people visiting the park for games, it'd be a great way to show we are a town that takes pride in
our parks. If people like how we present our parks and buildings they would be more likely to consider SJ
as a place to relocate to. Bad paint jobs can have a drastic effect on peoples' perceptions of a town. Right
now, our current paint jobs scream "we don't care".

e Overall, we go to the City Park a fair amount during the year, but do not really know enough about what
the other parks offer that would be better than the City Park so we have not visited.

e | wish there were more sports programs for kids, but in 6 week increments, so more kids could
participate. Like, after age 8, the only basketball is through SYAA, and not all of us want to take our Kids
to bball 3 times a week. | know that you'd have a lot of interest in shorter, not-super-competitive
programs. Some parents and kids still just want to have fun and learn, not dedicate our lives to a sport.

e No more taxes, please?! We already give you guys way too much of our money. Consider
allowing/leasing hunting rights in certain city parks/areas. Work to lower taxes rather than raising them.

e Headed in the right direction!

I would love to see an indoor walking/running track

e Again, please update the water tower park. | love having a park close by for my kids but we don't go often
because it's old, ugly, and not much to do for little ones.

¢ | think having an indoor walking/running track or one that could be available to the public would be
beneficial to many residents, especially during the winter months and inclement weather days.

e | would pay to get into the spray park so it could be expanded.
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Appendix B: Notice of Plan Availability for Review

Email sent to City Database:

William Schafer - Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan Draft

- ]

From: William Schafer

To: Schafer, William

Date: 12/28/2015 2:03 PM

Subject: Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan Draft

Be: S R R S S S S o S s van e e

Attachments: DRAFT II City of St. Johns Masterplan 2016-2020.pdf

I have attached a draft copy of our 2016-2020 Parks and Recreation Master Plan for you to review and
comment on. As part of the requirements from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources this draft
copy must be available for public view and comment for 30 days. This draft plan was put together based on
a public survey, 2011-2015 Master Plan and input from City Staff and Parks and Recreation Board. This plan
is an important tool we use in deciding what facilities to build or renovate and what programs we should
look at offering. This plan will be available for public comment through January 27, 2016. A public hearing on
the plan will take place in early February and approval by the City Commission will take place on February
8th. A final copy of the plan must be submitted to the DNR prior to March 1, 2016. Please take a to review
the plan and make any comments that you feel are appropriate to the plan. You can either reply to my
e-mail address or use the link provided below to give us your feedback.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/masterplan_comments

William Schafer
Recreation Director
City of St. Johns

100 E State St.

St. Johns, MI 48879
989-224-8944 ext 227
989-224-2204 (Fax)

Posting on City Website:

! | [ cityofstjohnsmi.com/Departments/ParksandRecreation.aspx

Admin Modules Pages Tools DoTNeTNuKke AT Modelbat 1]

&4 City of St. Johns, Michigan
‘ Mint Festival City

Calendar Departments Online Services Meetings Industrial Park Area Links CC Econ. Alliance

Search ®

You are here : Ds > Parks and R
ANNOUCEMENTS PARK & RECREATION QUICK LINKS

[ Draft Copy of the 2016-2020 Parks and Recreation 5 Year  Select Vi Current v |
Master Plan - Tuesday, December 29, 2015

Draft Copy of the 2016-2020 Parks
and Recreation
5 Year Master Plan - Please email any
comments or suggestions
to: bschafer@ci.saint-johns.mi.us

) Add New Announcement £}
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Press Release in the Lansing State Journal:

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

LSJ MEDIA

120 East Lenawee, Lansing 48919
State of Michigan, County of Clinton

IN THE MATTER OF: PARKSREC-PO#24315-CCN-1225573
CITY OF ST JOHNS/LEGALS

Being duly sworn, says that he/she is authorized by the publisher of
Clinton Community News, to swear that a certain notice, a copy of
which is annexed here to, was published in the following
publication:

1. Published in the English language for the dissemination
of general and/or legal news, and

2. Has a bonfide list of paying customers or has been
published at least once a week in the same community
without interruption for at least 2 years, and

3. Has been established, published and circulated at least
once a week without interruption for at least one (1)
year in the community where the publication is to occur.

Community,News, 1/24/2016
////

L BLACK “ S

Clint

MIC

SUBSCRIBED
DAY OF

h—

SHELLI ADAMS, NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF
MICHIGAN, COUNTY OF IONIA, MY COMMISION
EXPIRES MARCH, 12TH, 2022, ACTING IN THE County
of Clinton

0001225573-01, L08041

LCN CCN::
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City of St. Johns
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given the City of St. Johns Parks and Recreation
Board will hold a public hearing to take comments on the proposed
2016-2020 Parks and Recreation Five-Year Master Plan. The public
hearing will be on Monday, February 1 at 5:30 pm in the Clinton
County Courthouse, 100 E. State St., Suite 2200, St. Johns, Michigan.
Those unable to attend the public hearing can view and give written
comment on the master plan at the City Offices and at Briggs Public
Library by January 27, 2016. Please call 224-8944 ext 227 if you have
additional questions.

Notice: People with disabilities needing accommodations for effec-
tive participation in the meeting should contact the Recreation De-
partment at (989) 224-8944 ext. 227 at least two (2) working days in
advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasona-
ble accommodations.

CCN-1225573 1/24/16

OR /QBEFORE ME THIS 2/%/_/
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Email sent to City Database:

William Schafer - Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan Public Hearing

L 1

From: William Schafer

Date: 1/29/2016 4:57 PM

Subject: Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan Public Hearing

Be: P D T

Attachments: City of St. Johns Masterplan Draft January 2016.pdf

LAST CHANCE...

The City of St. Johns Recreation Department is having a Public Hearing to discuss revisions to the Five Year
Master Plan. This is your last chance to comment on the contents of the plan. The City will use the plan to
develop and improve park facilities, programming and land acquisition. The meeting will be held on Monday
February 1 at 5:30 pm in the Clinton County Commission Chambers room in the Clinton County

Courthouse. If you have any questions please contact me before the meeting on Monday. Any suggested
revisions from this meeting will be put into the plan and will be forwarded on to the City Commission for
their review and approval at their February 8th meeting.

I have attached a draft of the plan for your review.

William Schafer
Recreation Director
City of St. Johns

100 E State St.

St. Johns, MI 48879
989-224-8944 ext 227
989-224-2204 (Fax)
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Appendix D: Minutes from Public Meeting

City of St. Johns Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Five- Year Master Plan Public Hearing
February 1, 2016

Meeting Called to Order at 5:32 by Chairman Pioszak
Member Present: Pioszak, Motz, Thelen, Craig, and Butler
Staff Present: Schafer, Faivor

Others Present: Laura Felitz, RIM Design, Chris Szoboda

Approval of the November Meeting Minutes

Member Motz made a recommendation to approve the November Minutes as written, motion was seconded by
Member Butler. A voice vote followed:

All Approve: Butler, Craig, Motz, Pioszak and Thelen

Five Year Master Plan Public Hearing

Chairman Pioszak opened the public hearing.

Director Schafer gave the board an update on the four locations the master plan was available for residents to
view (City Hall, Briggs Public Library, Clinton County Chamber of Commerce and Clinton County Senior
Center). Plans were available for viewing from December 28 — January 29. For an easier editing process people
could send any comment to a survey money website or could contact the recreation department. Not many
comments were received, 3 people called the recreation office and one left a comment on the survey monkey site.

Member Motz commented that is was exactly what we discussed at the last meeting.
Member Craig commented that he was impressed with the plan, Member Butler agreed.
The board introduced themselves before hearing public comment.

Chris Svoboda (City resident) asked about the planned development of the green space next to the Fred Meijer
CIS trail and across the street from where he lives. Was it going to be a dog park or a skate park? He had thought
about both ideas. He felt that a dog park would be better because it would bring more people to walk and spend
money downtown and being a dog owner himself he thought it would benefit more people than a skate park
would. He was worried that a skate park would lower his property value, kids being unsupervised and vandalism
that would occur from a group of kids collecting in spot. He was also concerned about his dogs being alerted and
barking every time kids would be at the park.

Member Craig told him about the planned trailhead that was going to be developed just west of his residence at
the Train Depot.

Discussion continued about the skate and dog parks as to their best location. Is the area by the depot large enough
for a dog park? Would the area by the old BMX track be a better spot for either one? This discussion was tabled
for later phases of planning.

Motion was made by Member Motz, seconded by Member Craig, to close the public hearing.

Motion was made by Member Thelen, seconded by Member Craig , to recommend the City Commission approve
the 2016-2020 Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
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Appendix E: Official Resolution of Adoption

RESOLUTION
CITY OF ST. JOHNS CITY COMMISSION
FIVE YEAR PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN
2016 - 2020

At a regular meeting of the City of St. Johns City Commission held at the Clinton County
Courthouse, 100 East State Street, Suite #2200, St. Johns, Michigan 48879, at 7:00 p.m. on the

8™ day of February, 2016;
Present: Dana C. Beaman, Heather Hanover, Eric Hufnagel, Bob Craig, Robert Bellgowan
Absent: None

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Hanover and supported by
Commissioner Craig.

WHEREAS, the City of St. Johns has undertaken a planning process to determine the parks and
recreation needs and desires of its residents during a five year period covering the years 2016
through 2020; and

WHEREAS, the proposed improvements in the “City of St. Johns Five Year Parks and
Recreation Plan 2016 — 2020 were developed in response to needs and deficiencies which were
identified through public meetings, recreation provider interviews and local recreation
inventories; and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations
to review the draft plan for a period of 30 days; and

WHEREAS, a public open house was held on February 1, 2016 at the Clinton County
Courthouse to provide an opportunity for all residents to express opinions, ask questions and
discuss all aspects of the parks and recreation plan; and

WHEREAS, at a public meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board voted to recommend approval
of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of St. Johns City Commission has reviewed the “City of St. Johns Five
Year Parks and Recreation Plan 2016 — 2020 and has determined that the plan is consistent with
the City’s long-range vision of recreational facilities within the City of St. Johns, and will
improve the number and quality of recreational opportunities within the City of St. Johns.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Johns City Commission hereby adopts the
“City of St. Johns Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan 2016 — 2020”.

YEA: Beaman, Hanover, Hufnagel, Craig, Bellgowan

NAY: None
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Resolution declared adopted.

Mayor Dana C. Beaman

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy efion taken by the-City of St.
Johns City Commission at a regular meeting held on February 8, 2016
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Appendix F: Letter to county planning agency
March 1, 2016,

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
913 West Holmes — Suite 201
Lansing, MI 48910

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the “City of St. Johns Five Year Recreation Plan, 2016-2020" for your files. The
plan was adopted by the City of St. Johns City Commission on February 8, 2016. The plan has been submitted to
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for their final approval.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact our office at (989) 224-8944.

Sincerely,

William Schafer

Recreation Director

City of St. Johns

100 E. State Street Suite 1100
P.O. Box 477

St. Johns, Michigan 48879-0477
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Appendix G: Letter to regional planning agency
March 1, 2016,

Clinton County Planning Commission
100 East State Street
St. Johns, M1 48879

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the “City of St. Johns Five Year Recreation Plan, 2016-2020" for your files. The
plan was adopted by the City of St. Johns City Commission on February 8, 2016. The plan has been submitted to
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for their final approval.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact our office at (989) 224-8944.

Sincerely,

William Schafer

Recreation Director

City of St. Johns

100 East State Street Suite 1100
P.O. Box 477

St. Johns, Michigan 48879-0477
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