MEMORANDUM
CITY OF ST. JOHNS

To:

City Commission
Jon Stoppels, City Manager

From: Dave J. Kudwa, Deputy City Manager
Date:

July 8th, 2021

Subject: 2020-2021 Scott Road improvements
Memo objective:
Review of the Clinton County Road Commission proposal to apply a chip seal on Scott Road
We’ve been very happy with the 2020 improvements to Scott Road. As you’re aware, the improvements
included shoulder reconstruction, lane alignment at M-21, underdrain installation, and a new, 10-foot
wide pathway from Astwood Mews to the CIS Trail.
The final phase of this project includes a chip seal from M-21 to US-127 BR near the Wheel Inn. Please
see the included information regarding the benefits of chip sealing. The Clinton County Road
Commission is planning on completing this project in late July/early August. The roadway will be open
at all times with small delays for the residents. The project information will be placed on the website and
a letter will be sent to the residents prior to construction.
This project is included in the 2021/2022 budget and the city attorney has reviewed the proposed contract
language.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the city commission accept the Clinton County Road Commission proposal
and authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the $37,218.00 contract.

SCOTT ROAD CHIP SEAL
LIMITS. PROJECT TO BE
COMPLETED BY CLINTON
COUNTY ROAD
COMMISSION

WHAT IS CHIP SEALING AND WHY IT’S EFFECTIVE?
County road agencies use a process called “chip sealing” to make your roads stronger!
Chip sealing combines layers of asphalt emulsion with layers of fine aggregate.
Aggregate is a material formed of loosely compacted stone. Once this combination is on
the roadway, large rubber-tired rollers go back-and-forth on it to compact it and embed
the materials.
This new chip seal needs two days of dry, hot weather to cure while also having traffic
go over it at reduced speeds to assist with compaction.
The cost is $20,000 to $30,000 per mile, and the seal lasts five to eight years,
depending on the surface of the road.
What are the benefits of chip sealing? Safety, moisture barriers, and deterioration
prevention. Chip sealing provides a surface that increases the skid resistance of
vehicles while preventing surface oxidation from the sun. Chip seal helps prevent
potholes from forming, as it prevents moisture from getting underneath the pavement.
Due to aging and the elements, deterioration of roads is very common, but with the use
of chip sealing, it can be reduced significantly.

